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Speed 
Thrills! 


The level of anticipation and excitement had never been higher as the 





cars roared off the starting line at the Daytona 500 in February. 
NASCAR's 62nd season is filled with new drama, an impressive tribute 
to its storied history and better than ever television coverage. 
While Jimmie Johnson guns for an unprecedented fifth-straight 
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series championship, a brand-new car is roll- 
ing into the NASCAR Nationwide Series, along with a familiar 
face from IndyCar racing—Danica 
Patrick. Struggling superhero Dale 
Earnhardt Jr. is driven to see his per- 
formance finally pass his reputation, 
and got a great start, rebounding 
from a crash in the NASCAR 
Nationwide opener with a second- 
place finish on the same track the next day in the Daytona 500. 
All the excitement will be well-documented on the small screen, 
with more hours than ever before of expert coverage on ESPN, 
FOX, SPEED, TNT and ABC. Meanwhile, groundbreaking new series on 
BET and Showtime offer viewers even more views of their favorite 
sport. But the most exciting new development may be the sport’s 
salute to its past with the opening of the NASCAR Hall of Fame in 
Charlotte. So strap in and get ready for the ride of your lives, folks. 
NASCAR: 2010 is kicking into high gear. 
—The Editors 
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NASCAR Hall of Fame 
The doors will soon 
open on stock car 
racing's shrine to the 
finest drivers ever to 
strap on a helmet. 
Here’s the story of how 
it came to be. 


66 


Jimmie Johnson 
ee) ies om ee tem ertcets 
ware that stands as 
a testament to his 
four-peat 


First-Class Fliers 
The inaugural class: 
Bill France Sr. and 
Bill Jr; Richard Petty, 
Dale Earnhardt and 
Junior Johnson. 


Hot Exhibit 

The NASCAR Hall of 
Fame searched high 
and low for fantastic 
samples of stock car 
history, finding Fireball 
Roberts’ signature 
jacket in his flancée’s 
basement. 


Crossroads 

Dale Earnhardt Jr. is 
NASCAR's most popu- 
lar driver, but has never 
become the best. Is 
this the year he lives 
up to fan expectation 
and his family name? 


Beating Jimmie 

Can anyone stop Jimmie 
Johnson's relentless 
run for a fifth title? The 
experts offer their 
game plans. 


Opposites Attract 
NASCAR veteran Mark 
Martin and IndyCar 
convert Juan Pablo 
Montoya are from 
different worlds, so 
why are the two rivals 
such close friends? 
Kyle’s Style 

One of NASCAR's most 
volatile drivers is also 
among its best. Has Kyle 
Busch left his maturity 
issues behind to focus 
on achievements on 
the road ahead? 
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‘BRING OUT THE BEST’ 


i, WT eT OF 


HELLMANNS 


WINNING RECIPES 
START WITH HELLMANN'S’ 


Dale Jr.'s family recipes start with real food and go 
back for generations. Celebrate the racing season 
with these Earnhardt family favorites. 
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AUNT CATHY'S 
POTATO SALAD 


6 Servings 
Prep Time: 10 minutes 
Cook Time: 15 minutes 


6 medium red potatoes, 
peeled and chopped 


1tsp. Shedd’s 
Country Crock® Spread 


1/4 tsp. salt 


1 cup Hellmann’s® or 
Best Foods® Real Mayonnaise 


1 hard-cooked egg, chopped 
1 small bell pepper, chopped 
1 small onion, chopped 

1 cup chopped sweet pickles 
1 tsp. dry mustard 


1. Cover potatoes with water in a 4-quart pot. Add Spread and salt. 
Bring to a boil over high heat. Reduce heat to low and cook 10 minutes 
or until potatoes 

are tender. Drain and cool slightly. 


2. Combine Hellmann’s® or Best Foods® Real Mayonnaise with remaining 
ingredients and gently toss. Season, if desired, with salt and black pepper. 
Serve chilled or room temperature. 


MOM’S MAC & CHEESE 


4 Servings 
Prep Time: 20 minutes 
Cook Time: 30 minutes 


8 ounces elbow macaroni, 
cooked and drained 


1 can (10-3/4 oz.) condensed cream 
of mushroom soup 


2-1/4 cups shredded cheddar cheese 
(about 9 oz.), divided 


3/4 cup Hellmann’s® or 
Best Foods® Real Mayonnaise 


1/2 cup 2% milk 


1. Preheat oven to 375° 


2. Combine all ingredients except 1/2 cup cheese in large bowl. Season, if 
desired, with salt and black pepper. Turn into 9-inch baking dish. Sprinkle 
with remaining 1/2 cup cheese. Bake 30 minutes or until heated through. 


For more Dale Jr. family favorites, go to www. hellmanns.com/dalejr 


©2010 JR Motorsports, LLC. NASCAR is a registered trademark of the National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing, Inc. 


© Jamie McMurray 
was the very pic- 
ture of redemption 
in Victory Lane 
when he captured. 
this,season’s Day- 
tona 500on Febru- 
ary 14. After four 
seasons driving for 
Roush Fenway 
Racing, McMurray 
returned to the 
team where he'd 
had his greatest 
success, Earnhardt 
Ganassi Racing, 
and started the 
year off with a 
flag-waving per- 
formance, keeping 
Dale Earnhardt Jr. 
at bay for the win. 
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; © Southwestern 
fans gather under 
the lights for 
NASCAR Sprint 
Cup Series action 
at the Phoenix 
International Race- 


way on April 18, 
2009, for the Sub- 
way Fresh Fit 500. 
The arid night got 
that much hotter 
when Mark Martin 
won his first race 
in four years, solid- 
ifying his status as 
a championship 
contender—and 
his place, at 50, as 
one of the oldest 
victors in the 
sport's history. 
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@ Kyle Busch 
turned up the 
heat on his 
hometown crowd 
with a dramatic 
win in the desert 
in the Shelby 427 
at Las Vegas 
Motor Speedway 
on March 1, 2009. 
But it wasn’t 
easy. His team 
needed to replace 
an engine before 

| the race, and 
Busch was forced . 
to start at the 


blew by oppo- 
nents all evening 
until he took the 
lead for good in 
the final laps. 
There is no place 
like home. 
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@ Traffic got 
hairy under the 
green flag in 

the NASCAR 
Nationwide Series 
COPART 300 in 
October. Joey Lo- 
gano fought back 
after some early 
paint-scrapin’ for 
the win. Here, 
Clint Bowyer (No. 
29), Brad Kesel- 
owski (No. 88), 
David Ragan 

(No. 6) and Kevin 
Hatvick (No. 33) 
fight four-wide 
for position. 
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@ Brian Vick- 
ers wears his 
game face as he 
prepares to take 
the No. 83 Red 
Bull Toyota out 
for practice for 
the Carfax 400, 
August 14, 2009, 
at Michigan 
Intemational 
Speedway. Two 
days later, his 
resounding victory 
in the race from 
the pole position 
catapulted him 
into the thick of 
the Chase for the 
NASCAR Sprint 
Cup contenders, 
a spot he would 
gain a few weeks 
later witha prime 
performance in 
Richmond. 
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The road map to 
success in the 2010 
Chase for the 
NASCAR Sprint Cup 







A win in Michigan 
and a blazing July 
Evelomy Wenepbetam alc] hel-r01 
Brian Vickers earn a 
2009 Chase spot 
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Not all champs hit their strides early 


An early wreck at 

Talladega in April 
sent Mark Martin 

and several others 
to the garage 


it to get out of the 
gates fast in the 2010 NASCAR Sprint 
Cup Series? Kasey Kahne smiles at the 
notion of a perfect plan. “It would be 


nice, if that’s the way it goes,” he says. 


“And it is important.” 

Kahne has seen his share of regular- 
season struggles and has either made 
or failed to make the Chase for the 
NASCAR Sprint Cup field in four sea- 
sons by small margins. Kyle Busch 
understands. He missed the Chase 
field by just eight points in 2009—and 
came into this season with a head of 
motivational steam. 

“You can’t have stupid stuff happen- 
ing early on and then play catch-up 
the entire year,” Busch says. “You've 
got to be a solid competitor and build 
your program and then when you get 
to the Chase, you want to be peaking.” 

The road to the 2010 Sprint Cup 
championship will require any driver to 
have a little luck. But he'll also need 
a team with a solid set of tools: fast, 
reliable cars; good communication; 
and a willingness to push the envelope 





on anything from a late-race pass toa 
fuel-window call. Then by spring, you 
want to have more answers than ques- 
tions whenever you roll out for practice. 

“Five races in,” Dale Earnhardt Jr. 
says after being asked when he felt 
his No. 88 Hendrick Motorsports team 
ought to hit its stride this season. “We 
really should be able to see whether 
we've made some gains [by then].” 

As the days get warmer and the 
tracks slicker, and the tour enters 
the heart of its run toward setting the 
Chase field, we'll start to see the 
drivers who find that next gear. 

And when the remaining 12 con- 
tenders are set, they'll have a lot to 
look forward to. The rest will be 
looking back at early-season races 
and what went wrong. 

“If you've missed the Chase by 
10 points, you can look to any race 
and say, ‘If only we’d changed one 
thing here or there,’” says two-time 
champ Tony Stewart. “Everybody’s 
gonna point to what would have 
gotten them in or out.” 
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Danica is Indy’s 
hottest commod- 
ham o]enam eles eCoans 
driven to prove | 
that her cred carries 


over to NASCAR 
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A DAY AFTER experiencing life behind 
the wheel as a stock car driver in a 
lower-level ARCA race at the famed 
Daytona International Speedway on 
February 6, Danica Patrick took a dif- 
ferent kind of turn—or planned to. The 
bigger-than-auto-racing pop-culture 
superstar filmed an online Super Bowl 
ad sponsored by GoDaddy.com as a 
brunette Marilyn Monroe, complete 
with white dress and subway grate. 

Nothing is a stretch for Danica. Her 
spin in a stock car was no act, though. 
The IndyCar Series star, swimsuit 
model and resident racing icon is mov- 
ing to NASCAR part-time this season in 
the Nationwide Series, testing herself 
in stock cars thanks to a two-year 








contract with JR Motorsports, co- 
owned by Dale Earnhardt Jr. 

“Tf it wasn’t going to be fun, I wasn’t 
going to do it—I’m not into self-punish- 
ment,” says Patrick, who remains a full- 
time driver in the IndyCar Series. “But 
there’s obviously a much larger audi- 
ence and bigger platform to be visible 
with NASCAR. And through that comes 
popularity.” That leads to endorsements. 

Patrick already has a growing endorse- 
ment portfolio. She is coming out with 
a new perfume later this year and is 
planning to design her own clothing 
line. If she can be competitive in 
NASCAR, where the cars are heavier and 
handle much differently on the track 
(as she found out all-too-well when she 


Can Indy sensation 
Danica Patrick 
generate the same 
heat in NASCAR? 


wrecked in her first NNS race at 
Daytona in February), the opportunities 
will likely multiply. 

Patrick isn’t the only one who will 
gain if her foray into NASCAR is a suc- 
cess. Patrick could provide the boost 
in sagging ratings and attendance that 
NASCAR needs. 

“She’s gonna be good for the sport,” 
said team owner Richard Childress, who 
knows a bit about the impact of racing 
icons. He won six NASCAR Sprint Cup 
championships with Dale Earnhardt. 
“My hat’s off to her for trying it. People 
want to see a lady drive, and I’ve seen 
a lot try the sport.... She has enough 
talent. She definitely has the drive and 
desire to do it.” 
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On Friday night, November 6, 2009, Busch got the weekend started right— 
and continued to assert his NASCAR Camping World Truck Series domi- 
nance—when he led the final 50 laps en route to a victory in the WinStar 
World Casino 350. It was Busch’s fifth-straight win in as many series starts, 
and the seventh victory out of 13 2009 Camping World Truck Series races. 


series tinit uirenay ast 


Busch could fairly taste an 
unprecedented triple play as 
he stood triumphantly in a 
Seven betta Key CMY Colceyans) ol<1-e 
way Victory Lane on Saturday, 
November 7. He won the 
NASCAR Nationwide Series’ 
O'Reilly Challenge going away, 
leading 179 of 200 laps, top- 
ping runner-up Casey Mears 
by a little over 3 seconds. 
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INSIDE TRACK 


Kyle Busch racks 
up mileage, fans 
and wins while 

chasing fame on 
multiple circuits 


Edwards’ good 


“I feel like [I'm best] when I’m Nationviide 
running as many races as I can,” aa 
said Kyle Busch about running in ‘ 4 
NASCAR's top three racing series. 

Pm Yoel ace PAV @raN aN cTeleya\iisL6(c 

Series champ plans to run many 

Nationwide and Camping World 

Truck Series races (along with all 

Sprint Cup Series events) in 2010. 

And he was absolutely at his best 

early last November at Texas 

Motor Speedway, when he nearly 

pulled out a NASCAR trifecta. 


See tities 


Kevin Harvick and Carl Edwards 
take on the challen and rewards 
of the multi-circuit 


WHEN KEVIN HARVICK AND CARL EDWARDS aren't busy 
racing, you can usually find them—well, doing some more 
racing. Each NASCAR Sprint Cup Series star has also won 
at least one NASCAR Nationwide Series championship 
(Harvick owns two season titles). For several seasons 
running, they've tackled the entire Sprint Cup schedule, 
the majority of the Nationwide races and a smattering of 
NASCAR Camping World Truck Series races. For them, 
familiarity breeds success. “I've never been in arace 
where | didn’t learn how to get into pit road a little harder,” 
says Harvick of multi-series competition. “There's always 
something to be learned.” For Edwards, the appeal rests 
with gaining more chances to win. “If | have a terrible day 
on Saturday, Sunday is the only thing that | can use to 
forget about it,” he says. “If I’m having a bad run in the 
Pe ee [NASCAR Sprint] Cup Series and then | win a couple of 


November 8, Busch (right) found the one thing Nationwide races, it buoys my season.” —Robert Edelstein 

that finally could undo his on-track dominance 

wasn't a competitor. After a fuel gamble late 

in the race, he ran out of gas with three laps 

remaining, handing the win to his big brother oa 
Kurt (left). Kyle finished 11th. | 
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o the nation’s 


vor e motorsport 


THE DAYTONA 500 

HAS BEEN THE FIRST 

RACE OF THE NASCAR 

SPRINT CUP SERIES 

SEASON EVERY YEAR 
SINCE 1982. 

2> The No. 2 car, with 64 NASCAR 

Sprint Cup victories coming into the 

2010 season, ranks 10th all-time. 

Some of those victories belong to 


Bobby Allison, David Pearson, Rusty 
Wallace and now, Kurt Busch. 





3> Number of wins needed in 2010 


for Jeff Gordon to stand alone in third- 


place on the all-time wins list. 








9> The No. 9 car won the Daytona 500 


| twice in 1985 and 87, both times with 


Bill Elliott behind the wheel. 


10> Rick Hendrick, owner of 
Hendrick Motorsports, is looking to 
win what would be a series-record 
10th owner championship. 


| 11> One of the most-storied races 
| in the sport is now race No. 11 on 


the schedule: the Southern 500 at 
Darlington Raceway. This year, it runs 
on May 8 and airs at 7:30pm on Fox. 


12> THE TOP 12 DRIVERS 


_ MAKE NASCAR'S CHASE FOR 


| THE NASCAR SPRINT CUP. 


4 >>>>> JEFF GORDON, WHO COUNTS “FOUR- 
TIME” AMONG HIS NICKNAMES, IS SEEKING 
HIS FIFTH SPRINT CUP CHAMPIONSHIP THIS 
SEASON. IT WOULD BE HIS FIRST SINCE 2001. 





5> This number is the theme of the 
2010 season: Who, if anybody, can 
stop Jimmie Johnson from winning 
five consecutive NASCAR Sprint Cup 
Series championships? 


6> A car associated with Mark Martin, 


who won 35 races in the No. 6 from 
1988 through 2006. 





7> Richard Petty and 
Dale Earnhardt each won 
seven championships, 
the most ever in NASCAR 
Sprint Cup Series history. 





8> Number of drivers who have won 


multiple Daytona 500s: Richard Petty, 


Cale Yarborough, Bobby Allison, Bill 
Elliott, Sterling Marlin, Dale Jarrett, 
Jeff Gordon and Michael Waltrip. 
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13> Race-car drivers are superstitious, 
so the No. 13 hasn’t been used much. 
A car with that number has only one 
NASCAR Sprint Cup victory—by Johnny 
Rutherford in 1963. 


14> Tony Stewart, driver of 


| the No. 14, had one of the 


most successful seasons as a 
driver/owner in 2009. He won 
four races, plus a victory in the 
NASCAR Sprint All-Star Race. 


15> No. 15 on the all-time NASCAR 
Sprint Cup wins list is Bill Elliott, who 
will drive part-time with the historic 
Wood Brothers team this season. 


| 





16> Number of races in the 
incredibly competitive 2009 season 


| that ended with a margin of victory 


under one second. 


17> Legendary driver 
Curtis Turner won 17 


| races in his career. 


18> With 18 starts this season, 2000 
NASCAR Sprint Cup champion Bobby 
Labonte will have run a total of 600 
races. Only 19 drivers in series history 
have competed in that many races. 


19> Jeff Gordon is right on Labonte’s 
tail: With his 19th start, he, too, joins 
that 600-start club. 


20> Race No. 20 is a big one: the 
Brickyard 400 at historic Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway, on ESPN at 1pm. 


I 


22> Number of tracks on the NASCAR 
Sprint Cup schedule. 


The No. 21 ranks fourth in 
all-time NASCAR Sprint Cup 
wins with 90. Some of the 
sport’s best drivers drove 

it: David Pearson, Cale 
Yarborough, Curtis Turner 
and A.J. Foyt. 


23> Races won in the career of 
NASCAR’s Iron Man, Ricky Rudd. 

He is, however, more known for his 
consecutive race record: 788 straight 
races run from 1981 to 2005. 


| 24> ONE OF THE BIGGEST 


SPECTACLES OF THE 
NASCAR CALENDAR IS 
RACE NO. 24. THE BRISTOL 
NIGHT RACE AIRS ON ABC, 
AUGUST 21 AT 7:30PM. 





THE FINAL STANDINGS POSITION HELD 
LAST YEAR BY DALE EARNHARDT JR., 


NASCAR'S MOST POPULAR DRIVER, WHO 
SUFFERED ARGUABLY HIS WORST YEAR. 





26> Race No. 26 is a must-watch. 
The Chase field is set at Richmond 
International Raceway, September 11 
on ABC. 


27> No. 27 on the all-time NASCAR 
Sprint Cup wins list is Terry Labonte, 
who has the longest span between 
championships: 12 years (1984 and 
1996). Labonte has 22 victories. 


28> Winner of 28 career races, ESPN 
commentator Dale Jarrett won a 
championship in 1999. 


29> Rumors are swirling that this 
is Kevin Harvick’s last year driving 
the No. 29 Chevrolet for Richard 
Childress Racing. 


36> The NASCAR Sprint Cup Series has 
36 points races in its season. 


AT THE START OF THE 2010 SEASON, 
TONY STEWART HAD 37 NASCAR 
SPRINT CUP SERIES WINS, 
TIED FOR 18TH ALL-TIME. 


38> Buddy Baker won 38 poles in his 
| NASCAR Sprint Cup career, and now 
hosts a show on Sirius Satellite Radio. 








PERCENTAGE OF VICTORIES JIMMIE 
JOHNSON HAS NOTCHED THROUGHOUT 
HIS HISTORY IN NASCAR’S CHASE 
PLAYOFFS RACES. HE HAS WON 18 OF 





31> Jeff Burton and the No. 31 
Chevrolet missed the Chase in 2009 
for the first time in four seasons. 


32> The last time the No. 32 car 
won, Ricky Craven beat Kurt Busch 
to the finish line by .002 seconds at 
Darlington in 2003, the closest finish 
since the inception of electronic 


scoring in 1993. 
33a DRIVER OF 

THE NO. 33 
CHEVROLET, HAD A STREET 
NAMED AFTER HIM IN HIS 
HOMETOWN OF EMPORIA, 
KANSAS, DURING THE 
2009 OFF-SEASON. 


CLINT BOWYER, 


34> In 1963, Wendell Scott became 
the first African-American to win a 
NASCAR Sprint Cup race, behind the 
wheel of the No. 34. 


35> Ned Jarrett won 35 poles in his 
career, and clearly taught his son Dale 
everything he knows. Ned won two 
championships; Dale took one. 


HIS 60 CHASE RACES. 


| 39> Ryan Newman had a great first 

| year with Stewart-Haas Racing in 2009, 
driving the No. 39 car and earning a 
berth in the Chase for the Sprint Cup. 


40> Mark Martin 
'won five races 
last season, which 
pushed his career 
total to 40 at the 
-end of 2009. 


41> Six of Richard Petty’s 200 wins 
came in the No. 41. His father, Lee, 
drove the No. 42. 


| 42> In 2009, Colombia native Juan 
Pablo Montoya became the first 
foreign-born driver to make the Chase 
for the NASCAR Sprint Cup, driving the 
No. 42 Chevrolet. 


43> NASCAR Sprint Cup’s all-time 
winningest car number: The No. 43 
car has won 198 times, 192 with “the 
King” Richard Petty behind the wheel. 











INSIDE TRACK 


44> Bill Elliott has won 44 races in 
his career, and won the Most Popular 
Driver Award a record 16 times. 


45> In 1983, at age 45, Bobby Allison 
became the oldest driver to win a 
NASCAR Sprint Cup championship. 


46> A two-time Daytona 500 winner 
and SPEED personality, 46-year-old 
Michael Waltrip semi-retires this 
season. He appears in Showtime’s 
Inside NASCAR. 


47> As in 1947, a landmark 
year in NASCAR history. 

On December 14, 1947, 

Bill France Sr. organized a 
meeting in Daytona Beach 
to discuss the future of 
stock car racing. NASCAR, 
the National Association for 
Stock Car Auto Racing, was 
formed at the meeting. 


48> As in Jimmie Johnson, driver of 
the No. 48 Chevrolet, winner of four 
straight titles. 


49> The first season of the NASCAR 


| Sprint Cup Series was 1949. Then 
| known as the “Strictly Stock” 


series, there were eight races on the 
schedule, and the first champion was 
Red Byron. 


Coming into this season, 
only 11 drivers have won 50 
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series 


| races. With three victories in 


2010, Jimmie Johnson will 
become the 12th. 
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immie 
_ Johnson 


TEAM Hendrick Motor- 
sports TEAM OWNER 
Rick Hendrick CREW 
CHIEF Chad Knaus 
BORN September 17; 
1975 HOMETOWN El 
Cajon, Cal. RESIDES 
Charlotte, N.C. WIFE 
Chandra HOBBIES 
Snowboarding, biking, 
2009 DRIVER RATING 
112.2 (See page 29.) 


> ON WHY FIVE STRAIGHT IS 
POSSIBLE “Success makes you 
want to experience more success. 
We've had an amazing run of four 
years. We certainly want to keep it 
up, keep it going. The things that are 
coming through the pipeline from 
Hendrick Motorsports, the unity of 
all four teams—that stuff really, 
really is important and separates 
Hendrick Motorsports from other 
teams. I’m excited...it’s there. 
There’s a desire inside of me to do 
the best | can week in and week 

out.” BEST OF TIMES Of course, the 
highlights of Johnson's career are 
his unprecedented four consecutive 
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series champi- 
onships. But runner-up might just 
be his 2006 Daytona 500 victory. 
WORST OF TIMES As a driver who 
has finished in the Top 5 of the 
final points standings in every 
season of his career, the list is a 
very short one, A wreck in the finale 
of the 2005 season killed any 
hopes of what would have been his 
first championship. 











Mark 
Martin 


TEAM Hendrick Motor- 
sports TEAM OWNER 
Rick Hendrick CREW 
CHIEF Alan Gustafson 
BORN: January 9, 1959 
HOMETOWN Batesville, 
Ark. RESIDES Daytona 
Beach WIFE Arlene 
CHILDREN Amy, Heather, 
Rachel, Stacy, Matthew 
HOBBIES Weight train- 
ing, quarter-midget 
racing with son 2009 
DRIVER RATING: 100.3 


> ON THE 2010 SEASON “I can’t 
know what the competition is going 
to do, but | do know that physically 
I’m better. | am more ready today 
than | was a year ago. | know that 
my race team is more ready than 
they were a year ago. | know our pit 
stops are faster than they were 

a year ago. | know that we have a 
better understanding of our race 
cars than a year ago.” BEST OF 
TIMES Considered by many to be the 
best driver never to win a champion- 
ship, Martin is a five-time series 
runner-up (1990, 1994, 1998, 2002, 
2009). WORST OF TIMES Could be 
the same as his Best of Times. He 
came closest in 1990, losing the title 
to Dale Earnhardt by only 26 points. 





, 
; 






















Jeff 
Gordon 


Hendrick Motor- 
sports 
Rick Hendrick 
Steve Letarte 
August 4, 1971 
Vallejo, 
Cal. Charlotte 
Ingrid Vande- 
bosch Ella 
Skiing, video 
games, racquetball, 


bowling, scuba diving 3 
p a 
101.8 [-wraltics 


























Peta] — 

AMPIOT 
“As far as a 
the team is concerned, we had a 
good year [in 2009]. We finished 
third in the points; it’s not like we 
need to reinvent the wheel. But 
we've also been getting our butts 
kicked by two teammates. You never 
know what they can come up with 
during the off-season, so all we can 
do is focus on the things that we feel 
we can do better.” 
Hard to pick one: four-time NASCAR 
Sprint Cup Series champion (1995, 
1997, 1998, 2001); three-time 
Daytona 500 winner (1997, 1999, 
2005); sixth on all-time wins list, 
with 82. Incred- 
ibly, Gordon missed the Chase for 
the NASCAR Sprint Cup in 2005. : 
It’s the only playoff he has missed e 
in the Chase’s six-year history. 








DODGE 
GOODSYEAR 


Kurt 
Busch 


Penske Racing Roger Penske 
Steve Addington August 4, 
1978 Las Vegas, Nev. 
Mooresville, N.C. Eva Jet skiing, 
water skiing, snow skiing, hunting, four-wheeling 
101.2 


“It hits me...that Penske Racing is the only 
Dodge team [in NASCAR Sprint Cup] and there are a lot of people that 
are following us even more closely because they were Dodge support- 
ers, but now they're Penske Racing and Dodge supporters. So that will 
be an interesting banner to carry.” Busch won the series 
championship in 2004, the first year of the Chase format. 

Busch missed the Chase in 2006 and 2008, but his low career 
point might be missing the final two races of the 2005 season after 
owner Jack Roush suspended him. He joined Penske Racing the 
following season. 
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Denny 
Hamlin 


Joe Gibbs Racing J.D. Gibbs 
Mike Ford November 18, 1980 
Chesterfield, Va. Corne- 


lius, N.C. Basketball, working out/ 
physical fitness 102.4 


“I'm really confident. | feel I’m as focused as I've 
ever been when | get to a race track, and as confident as I’ve ever been. 
We might not go out there the first six months and win six, eight races 
before the Chase, but | guarantee you, when we get to the Chase, we're 
going to be set up and prepared to make arun similar to what we did this 
past year. We learned a lot by just easing our way into the season and 
peaking at the right time. We were most competitive the last 10 races, 
and that’s what counts.” Hamlin won the 2006 
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Raybestos Rookie of the Year, and his career 
has soared since. He won a career-high four races in 2009. 

He made the Chase in his sophomore season of 2007, but that's 
where the success ended. In that year’s Chase, five of his finishes were 
20th or worse. He started the 2010 season attempting to compete with a 
torn left ACL. 
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Tony 
Stewart 


Stewart-Haas Racing 
Tony Stewart, 
Darian 
May 20, 1971 
Columbus, Ind. 
Columbus, Ind. 
Bowling, boating, 
fishing, scuba diving 


Gene Haas 
Grubb 


99.4 


“The biggest challenge 
is when you're driving, you worry about the team 
and all you have to do to be successful on 
the weekends. When you're an owner, you have the 
variable of the economics, too. You have to remem- 
ber that you have bills to pay. And every one of 
those people in the shop you adopt as part of your 
family. If they’re having a bad day, | feel it person- 
ally. That's one of the biggest things that being an 
owner has shown me.” He is the 
only driver to win a championship under the Chase 
and pre-Chase format (2002 and 2005). Also, he 
won the Brickyard 400 twice (2005 and 2007) at 
his hometown Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 

Ayear after winning the champi- 
onship, Stewart failed to make the Chase in 2006. 
He finished IIth in the final points standings, the 
only time he has ever finished outside the Top (0. 








NASCAR Driver : 





immie Johnson ended the 2009 sea- 
son with a Driver Rating of 112.2. 
That's gotta be pretty good, right— 
9 especially when compared to Carl 

Edwards’ (pictured) 87.3? The question 
is what does that mean? The best answer brings 
to mind the title of a recent Meryl Streep movie: 
It’s Complicated. One look at the Driver Rating 
formula demonstrates that NASCAR took a 
good bit of time coming 
up with the stat. A lot 
goes into it. 

The figure, which 
NASCAR made the 
industry standard in 
2006, features a max- 
imum score of 150 








Rating: Go Figure 


points, and it’s derived from a formula weighing 

all kinds of on-track stats. There are Primary 
Statistics (the most important of which is aver- 
age running position). Then there are Fixed 
Bonus Points (wins and Top 15s factor in here) 
and Variable Bonus Points (which include green- 
flag laps led and fastest green flag laps). 

The result—coming through addition, multi- 
plication and, finally, division of several num- 
bers—carries that maximum of 150 points. 

Simply put, the Driver Rating assigns a num- 
ber to a driver’s performance that’s much more 
accurate than just how he finishes. So if a driver 
leads many laps but gets into a wreck on 
the final turn and finishes 25th, he would 
still score a Driver Rating indicative of his 
impressive performance. 
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Greg Biffle 





Roush Fenway Racing Jack Roush 
Greg Erwin December 23, 1969 
Vancouver, Wash. Mooresville, N.C. Nicole 
Flying, fishing 88.3 


“We've worked very, very hard and all the guys are really excited 
1 about it. We’ve added a couple of good, quality guys who won races last year or came close to 
winning races, so that’s certainly gonna help the Ford camp pick up more wins. We've already 
consolidated some of those technologies and | think it’s really going to help us.” 
i] Biffle is one of two drivers to win NASCAR Nationwide Series (2002) and NASCAR Camping 
i} World Truck Series (2000) titles. He also finished second in the 2005 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series 
| standings. After his runner-up finish in 2005, Biffle slumped. He missed the 
Ny Chase in both 2006 and 2007. 





Juan Pablo Montoya 


Earnhardt Ganassi Racing with Felix Sabates 


Teresa Earnhardt, Chip Ganassi and Felix Sabates Brian 
Pattie September 20, 1975 Bogota, Colombia 
Miami Connie Sebastian, Paulina 
Golf, water sports 92.9 


“| tell you the truth, | think people who complain about a NASCAR race 
haven’t watched anything else of motor racing. Honestly, if you don’t like what you're seeing, you 
shouldn’t be seeing it, because it doesn’t get any better than this.” Each year brings 
a new highlight for relative newcomer Montoya. In just three seasons, Montoya won the Raybestos 
Rookie of the Year (2007) and became the first foreign-born driver to make the Chase (2009). 

Montoya suffered through the dreaded sophomore slump, finishing 25th and 
going winless in 2008. 








Ryan Newman 


Stewart-Haas Racing Tony Stewart, 


Gene Haas Tony Gibson December 8, 1977 
| South Bend, Ind. Sherrills Ford, N.C. 
Krissie Fishing, restoring classic cars 
82.1 


“From a team standpoint, from a performance standpoint, it’s impor- 
tant that we move forward. How we do that is honestly a people thing. It’s teamwork. It’s 
building better race cars, communicating, all those things that the No. 48 team has done for 
the last four years straight. We've got a lot of work ahead of us to get to that point, but | think 
that our organization has done a lot of great things for our people and our race cars to be stronger, 


and we'll try to prove that.” At the top of the list is his 2008 Daytona 500 win. 
But he may be best known for his qualifying prowess, earning him the nickname “Rocket Man” 
after his II poles in 2003. After earning berths in the first two Chases, 


Newman’s success slipped. He failed to make the Chase from 2006-2008, before returning 
there with new team Stewart-Haas Racing in 2009. 
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Kasey 
Kahne 


Richard Petty Motorsports 
Richard Petty, George N. Gillett Jr., 
Ray Evernham Kenny Francis 

April 10, 1980 Enumclaw, 
Wash. Mooresville, N.C. Racing 
open-wheel cars, working out, snowmobiling, 
wakeboarding 87.5 





“Like I’ve always said, it’s about performance 
and how well we run, and | think this could be the best opportunity that 
I’ve ever had in the [NASCAR Sprint] Cup Series. This could be a great 
spot for me, really.” Top-line highlights for Kahne 
include winning the 2004 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Raybestos Rookie 
of the Year and becoming the first driver to be voted into the NASCAR 
Sprint All-Star Race to win that event. But he says sharing a glass of 
wine with “the King” Richard Petty in Victory Lane in Sonoma last 
season ranks as the “coolest.” The 2007 season was 
a difficult one for Kahne, filled with unexpected challenges. A year 
earlier, in 2006, he had earned his first Chase berth and led the series 
in victories. A career year, Kahne had six wins, along with 12 Top 5s and 
19 Tops 10s in 2006. But in 2007, Kahne went winless with just one 
Top 5 and eight Top IOs. 
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Edwards 


Roush Fenway Racing 
Jack Roush Bob Osborne 
August 15, 1979 Columbia, Mo. 
Mooresville, N.C. Kate 
Bicycling, aviation, fitness training 
87.26 










“When the [2009] Chase was getting near, all 
three of us [Edwards and Roush Fenway teammates Greg Biffle and 
Matt Kenseth] had to concentrate on just getting in. It dictates how you 
drive during the races leading up to the Chase. If we can get off to a fast 
start—win some races early and work our way up near the front in 

the points standings—it will relieve the need to worry about making the 
Chase.” Edwards won the 2007 NASCAR Nationwide 
Series championship, and had a series-high nine Sprint Cup Series wins 
while finishing second in 2008. Though Edwards 
missed the Chase in 2006, last season might be his biggest disappoint- 
ment. Many picked him to win the title, but he went winless and finished 
(Ith in 2009. 
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Brian 
Vickers 


Red Bull Racing 
Mateschitz 
October 24, 1983 
Charlotte, N.C. 
mountain biking, golf, reading 
82.3 


Dietrich 
Ryan Pemberton 
: Thomasville, N.C. 
Cycling, 


“Being 
a part of that process, with Red Bull in particular, is very special because 
| was there from the beginning and | was a part of it, not from Day | but 
maybe Day 2. | was there from the beginning, and to be not only part of a 
new culture and group of people, but to be able to shape and mold that 
as well, | enjoy it. Some people don’t like that process. But I’ve always 
thoroughly enjoyed it.” Vickers made his first Chase in 
2009. In 2003, he won the NASCAR Nationwide Series championship, 
becoming the youngest national series champion ever. 
His first year with Red Bull Racing (2007) was a rough one. He failed to 
qualify for 13 races and finished 38th in the final points standings. 





eh 
operate ye 


Le DRINK 








Joe Gibbs 
May 2, 1985 
Mooresville, N.C. 
Video games, fishing, remote-control 
cars 97.8 


Joe Gibbs Racing 
Dave Rogers 
Las Vegas 


“Overall | feel like [I’m] just getting 
used to the NASCAR world and everything that goes on here—the busi- 
ness side of things, the political side of things, all that stuff. | mean, | 
went to high school and got out...in three years, got thrown into the big 
world over here. I’m not making excuses for myself, but I feel like just by 
being able to get the right experiences, learn from those, sort of keep 
them in the memory bank, store them for later on down the road, I’ve 
already learned so many more lessons just in owning a truck team: how 
to handle people, how to handle situations, how to handle drama. | 
always brought the drama on. Now | see what everybody had to deal with 
when | brought it.” Busch had a record 21 wins in 
NASCAR's three national series in 2008. In 2005, he won the Raybestos 
Rookie of the Year in the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series. He also won last 
season's NASCAR Nationwide Series title. Busch won 
four races during the 2009 regular season but missed the Chase by 
eight points—the smallest margin since the Chase’s inception in 2004. 
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Matt 
Kenseth 


Roush Fenway Racing 














John Henry Todd Parrott 
March 10, 1972 Cambridge, Wis. 
Mooresville, N.C. Katie rar Me 
Ross, Kaylin Motorcycles, flying, ‘Loxuma gomtcer 
video games 83:2 SKF 
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“The goal is to be competitive 
all the time and do it as long as you want, and to do it on your terms. Not 
too many people get to do that anymore. It’s competitive; really hard 
when you have a couple of down years. It doesn’t really matter what 
you've done in the past; people are going to look at what you're doing 
now.... Ten years ago, | think most experienced veterans could race as 
long as they wanted to. It’s not really that way anymore.” 

Kenseth won the 2003 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series championship. 
He also won last year’s Daytona 500. Despite that 
big win at Daytona, Kenseth failed to earn a Chase berth for the first 
time in his career in 09. 








Clint 
Bowyer 


Richard Childress Racing 















Richard Childress Shane Wilson 
May 30, 1979 Emporia, Kan. 
Clemmons, N.C. Hot rods, 


Go-Karts, motorcycles 83.5 








“| think it’s going to be a great season. | think 
we've got a lot of great things to look forward to at RCR, coming off of a 
good last five races [in 2009] and knowing what direction everybody 
was working toward. It gives me a lot of confidence. This is an important 
season for us as an organization. We need to get things turned around, 
and Richard has given us everything we need; the pieces of the puzzle 










are there.” Bowyer finished third in the 2007 NASCAR 
Sprint Cup Series standings and won the 2008 NASCAR Nationwide 
Series championship. After Top-5 finishes in the 2007 


and 2008 NASCAR Sprint Cup points, Bowyer went winless and failed 
to make the Chase in 2009. 
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David 
Reutimann 


Michael Waltrip Racing 
Michael Waltrip, 
Robert Kauffman, Johnny Harris 
Rodney Childers 
March 2, 1970 
Zephyrhills, Fla. 


Computer games, 
R/C cars and planes 


“We came up alittle short in 2009. But if you look 
back at the previous year, we didn’t even have a 
remote clue to where the Chase was. At least you 
can say, at the end of the day, we had improved as 
an organization, as a team and got closer to our 
goal, which was getting in the Chase.” 

Last season was a career year for Reutimann, 
who won the prestigious Coca-Cola 600 for his 
first NASCAR Sprint Cup victory. He spent nine 
weeks in the Top I2 during the regular season. 

Reutimann struggled in 2007, 
finishing 39th in the points and running only 26 of 
the 36 points races on the MWR team. 


Best of 
the Rest 


ompetition in the NASCAR Sprint Cup 
Series is tougher and tighter than 
ever. Postseason proof stares back 

at you from the stat sheets each and 
every year, starting with the series’ 
final points standings where many top-level 
race-car drivers reside outside the Top 25. Here’s 
a look at some of last season’s notables who 
unfortunately missed that list. 





from being a top-tier 
#, driver; in 2004 he quali- 
§ fied for the Chase for 














The 


fifth-place Coke Zero 400 Powered by Coca- 
Cola finisher in 2008, Ragan ended up a 
disappointing 27th last year. 

The former 
Indianapolis 500 champion finished 28th and 
is finally looking comfortable in stock cars. 

The 2000 

Sprint Cup champion finished 30th last season. 


The two-time Daytona 500 champ was 33rd in 
points last year. 


Though 34th last year, Gordon soldiers on as a 
driver/owner. 

NASCAR’s 
“free spirit” finished 35th last year and should 
move up this season. 

The ‘09 

Talladega winner, Keselowski finished 38th last 
year, but that’s because he made only 15 starts. 

—H.A. Branham 
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Jeff 
Burton 


Richard Childress Racing 


Richard Childress Todd Berrier 
June 29, 1967 South Boston, 
Va. Huntersville, N.C. Kimberle 
Paige, Harrison Duke 
» basketball, boating, deep-sea fishing 
76.8 


“We've got to find a way to 
continue to improve, which is what we didn’t do last year, and we have 
to be on full alert to not let that happen again. | think we made a lot 
of mistakes last year that we can learn from. We won't make those same 
mistakes again—I don’t think we will. | think that we'll be much smarter 
and do the right things.” Burton missed the first two 
Chases (2004 and 2005), but his career rebounded with three consecu- 
tive playoff berths from 2006-08. He finished a career-high third in the 
2000 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series standings. After two 
wins and a sixth-place points finish in 2008, Burton went winless and 
missed the Chase in 2009. 






NO. 47 
DEBBIE /KINGe 


Marcos CLOROX NOSFORD 
Ambrose 


JTG/Daugherty Racing Tad 
Geschickter, Jodi Geschickter, Brad Daugherty 
Frank Kerr September 1, 
1976 Launceston, Tasmania 
Kannapolis, N.C. Sonja 
Tabitha, Adelaide Golf, dirt bike riding 
70.9 








“We hope to win races and be in the Top I2, 
which is ambitious but realistic since we finished I8th in the points last 
year. We started off with expectations to at least finish in the Top 35.” 
Aroad-course whiz, Ambrose finished second in the 
2009 NASCAR Sprint Cup race at Watkins Glen. He has also won consec- 
utive Watkins Glen NASCAR Nationwide Series races (2008 and 2009). 
Ambrose has run only one full season in the NASCAR 
Sprint Cup Series (2009). Though successful by most accounts, Ambrose 
struggled at intermediate tracks last season, finishing 35th at Homestead 
and 4lst at the first Texas race. 
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Kevin 
Harvick 


Richard Childress Racing 
Richard Childress 
December 8, 1975 
field, Cal. Winston-Salem, N.C. 
DeLana Radio-controlled race cars 
four 


Gil Martin 
Bakers- 


“| think the end of last year proved that [Richard 

Childress Racing] is definitely headed in the right direction. As a team, 
we had opportunities to win several of the last few races. Just to run in 
the Top 10, Top 5, | feel like they...had speed back in the cars.” 

Harvick won the Daytona 500 in 2007. He was also the 2001 and 
2006 NASCAR Nationwide Series champion. After 
earning a Chase berth from 2006-08, Harvick failed to make the Chase 
last season. He also had his second-worst points finish (19th) in 2009. 


Joe Gibbs Racing Joe Gibbs 


Greg Zipadelli May 24, 1990 
Middletown, Conn. Hunt- 
ersville, N.C. Racing and car restoration 
67.7 


“I've got a list a mile long. I'm a day- 
by-day, race-by-race person and always want to win the next race. 
Winning the Daytona 500 would be awesome. That's the biggest race we 
have. The championship: That’s always a dream you keep working for 
and what keeps me working really hard.” Logano has a 
number of “youngest ever” accolades: Became youngest driver to win a 
NASCAR Sprint Cup race on June 28, 2009, at Loudon, New Hampshire; 
youngest-ever winner of the NASCAR Sprint Cup Raybestos Rookie of the 
Year award (2009); youngest driver to win a Nationwide Series race, 
from the pole at Kentucky in 2008, in his third series start. 

Logano’s rookie season started off rocky with a last-place finish 
in the Daytona 500. 
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Casey Mears eae 


CHEVROLET 
Keyed Up Motorsports Raymond Key 
Doug Richert March 12, 1978 
Bakersfield, Cal. Mooresville, N.C. Wakeboard- 
ing, snowboarding, recreational off-road vehicles and vacationing 
65.6 


“I’m really excited about this opportunity to drive the Keyed Up 
Motorsports car. We're a new team, but | feel we have everything in place to race. It’s going to be 
a rewarding endeavor.” Mears’ first NASCAR Sprint Cup victory came in one of 
the most prestigious races—the Coca-Cola 600 in 2007. Mears was the odd 
man out at Richard Childress Racing after the 2009 season. RCR went to three teams instead 
of four, and Mears was left without a ride. 


Jamie McMurray 


Earnhardt Ganassi Racing with Felix Sabates 


Chip Ganassi, Felix Sabates, Teresa Earnhardt Kevin 
Manion June 3, 1976 Joplin, Mo. 
Mooresville, N.C. Christy Go-Karting, golf 

70.3 


“There are a lot of new faces at Earnhardt 
Ganassi Racing. But they still build beautiful race cars. And they built me all brand-new cars this 
year, to be like what [teammate] Juan [Montoya] ended the season with. Not only do the cars look 
good, but obviously they run really well. And | know most of the guys that work there. It’s been very 
comforting to have those guys say that they're glad to have me back.” Obviously, this 
year’s smashing Daytona 500 victory. He scored his first series win in his second series start (Octo- 
ber 2002 at Charlotte Motor Speedway), and he was the 2003 NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Raybes- 
tos Rookie of the Year. In 2004, McMurray came close to making the Chase: he 
was in IIth place after Richmond and missed the final spot by 15 points. 


Martin Truex Jr. 


















Michael Waltrip Racing Michael Waltrip, 
Robert Kauffman, Johnny Harris Pat Tryson 
June 29, 1980 Mayetta, N.J. Mooresville, 
N.C. Fishing, hunting, riding four-wheelers 
76.3 


“Everybody at Michael Waltrip Racing has welcomed me 
with open arms, They’ve been very good to work with, very straightforward, very fair, and a lot of 
fun. It’s really going well. | think their equipment is top-notch, their people are top-notch and the 
way they go about their business is pretty impressive, to say the least.” The 
2007 season was Truex’s best by far. He made the Chase, won his first race (at Dover) and 
finished [Ith in the final series standings. He also notched NASCAR Nationwide Series champi- 
onships in 2004 and 2005. The 2009 season was Truex’s worst by far. He 
finished a career-low 23rd in points and had only one top-five finish. 








A.J. 
Allmendinger 


Richard Petty Motorsports 
Richard Petty Mike Shiplett 
December 16, 1981 Los Gatos, Cal. 

Huntersville, N.C. Bowling, video 
games, miniature golf 66.6 


“Just being a part of Richard 

Petty Motorsports in general, just being able to drive for the King is 
something that | cherish—something that | respect a lot. I’m honored 
that he chooses me to drive one of his race cars, and it means a lot. 
| know the history, and it’s something that | take to heart. Hopefully | 
can go out there and make him proud. That’s important to me. | want 
to run well for the whole race team, but especially for the King.” 

Allmendinger’s NASCAR career is still young, but his one 
Top-5 finish came in the sport's biggest race—the Daytona 500, where 
he finished third in 2009. He also closed out the 2009 season with Top-10 
finishes in two of the final three races. Allmendinger 
needs to run up front more to guarantee success. He failed to lead a 
single lap in 2009. 
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Dale 
Earnhardt Jr. 


Hendrick Motorsports 


Rick Hendrick Lance McGrew 


October 10, 1974 Kannapolis, 
N.C. Mooresville, N.C. Car 
restoration, music, computers, video games 


76.3 


“I'd be a little bit disappointed winning anything 
less than three races this year. Our team has everything mechanically to 
get it done, and we have great people. There’s three guys [champion 
Jimmie Johnson, Mark Martin and Jeff Gordon] who made the [2009] 
Chase and we didn’t. We have to get out there and prove ourselves.” 

Despite recent struggles, Earnhardt owns an impressive 
highlights reel. He won the Daytona 500 in 2004, qualified for three 
Chases (2004, ’06, ’08) and has been named the NASCAR Sprint Cup 
Series’ Chex Most Popular Driver for seven consecutive seasons. 

The 2009 season. Earnhardt finished a career-low 
25th in the final points standings, had zero wins and collected only five 
Top 10 finishes, his lowest total since his rookie year of 2000. 
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NASCAR SCHEDULE 


Sprint Cup Series 





2010 


*All times subject to change 


PRE-RACE SHOW START 2009 WINNER 


March 28 Martinsville Speedway FOX 
April 10 Phoenix International Raceway FOX 
April!8 Texas Motor Speedway FOX 
April 25 Talladega Superspeedway FOX 
May | Richmond International Raceway FOX 
May 8 Darlington Raceway FOX 
May I6 Dover International Speedway FOX 
May 22 Charlotte Motor Speedway: All-Star SPEED 
May 30 Charlotte Motor Speedway FOX 
June 6 Pocono Raceway TNT 
dune 13 Michigan International Speedway TNT 
June 20 Infineon Raceway TNT 
June 27. New Hampshire Motor Speedway TNT 
July 3 Daytona International Speedway TNT 
July 10 Chicagoland Speedway TNT 
July 25 Indianapolis Motor Speedway ESPN 
Aug. | Pocono Raceway ESPN 
Aug. 8 Watkins Glen International ESPN 
Aug. 15 Michigan International Speedway ESPN 
Aug. 2l Bristol Motor Speedway ABC 
Sept. 5 Atlanta Motor Speedway ESPN 
Sept. Il Richmond International Raceway ABC 
Sept.{9 | New Hampshire Motor Speedway ESPN 
Sept.26 Dover International Speedway ESPN 
Oct. 3 Kansas Speedway ESPN 
Oct. 10 Auto Club Speedway ESPN 
Oct. 16 Charlotte Motor Speedway ABC 
Oct. 24 Martinsville Speedway ESPN 
Oct, st Talladega Superspeedway ESPN 
Nov. 7 Texas Motor Speedway ESPN 
Nov. 14 Phoenix International Raceway ESPN 
Nov. 2 Homestead-Miami Speedway ESPN 


yy Macrae: 2009 STANDINGS 


ee {, Jimmie Johnson 
2. Mark Martin 

3. Jeff Gordon 
4. Kurt Busch 


5. Denny Hamlin 
















6. Tony Stewart 
7. Greg Biffle 
8. Juan Pablo Montoya > 
9. Ryan Newman 
10. Kasey Kahne 
fl. Carl Edwards 


12, Brian Vickers 


12:00 noon ET - 1:00pm ET 
7:00pm 7:30pm 
2:00pm 3:00pm 
{2:00 noon {:00pm 
7:00pm 7:30pm 
7:00pm 7:30pm 
12:00 noon 1:00pm 
7:00pm 7:30pm 
5:00pm 6:00pm 
{2:00pm 1:00pm 
12:00 noon 1:00pm 
2:00pm 3:00pm 
{2:00 noon 00pm 
6:30pm 7:30pm 
6:30pm 7:30pm 
12:00 noon 1:00pm 
12:00 noon (ESPN2) 1:00pm 
{2:00 noon 1:00pm 
12:00 noon 1:00pm 
7:00pm 7:30pm 
7:00pm 7:30pm 
7:00pm 7:30pm 
12:00 noon (ESPN2) 1:00pm 
12:00 noon (ESPN2) 1:00pm 
12:00 noon (ESPN2) 1:00pm 
2:00pm 3:00pm 
7:00pm 7:30pm 
12:00 noon (ESPN2) 1:00pm 
{2:00 noon (ESPN2) 1:00pm 
2:00pm 3:00pm 
2:00pm 3:00pm 
12:00 noon (ESPN2) 1:00pm 
POINTS WINS 

6,652 4 7 

6,51! a. 

6,473 ! | 

6,446 Oo yes 

6,335 I 4 

6,309 0 4 

6,292 Oo Oo 

6,252 2 0 

6,175 2 Oo 

6,128 0 ia 

6,118 0 Oo 

5,929 6 I 


Jimmie Johnson 
Mark Martin 
Jeff Gordon 
Brad Keselowski 
Kyle Busch 
Mark Martin 
Jimmie Johnson 
Tony Stewart 
David Reutimann 
Tony Stewart 
Mark Martin 
Kasey Kahne 
Joey Logano 
Tony Stewart 
Mark Martin 
Jimmie Johnson 
Denny Hamlin 
Tony Stewart 
Brian Vickers 
Kyle Busch 
Kasey Kahne 
Denny Hamlin 
Mark Martin 
Jimmie Johnson 
Tony Stewart 
Jimmie Johnson 
Jimmie Johnson 
Denny Hamlin 
Jamie McMurray 
Kurt Busch 
Jimmie Johnson 


Denny Hamlin 


24 
2i 
25) 
2i 
20 
eo 
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Nationwide Series 2010 


*All times subject to eaeees 


ey 
LJ Nationwide’ 
Gaze 








RACE SITE -w ‘;/< | PRE-RACESHOWSTART | |. -E STA a 2009 WINNER 
April 3 Nashville Superspeedway ESPN 3:30pm ET 4:00pm ET Joey Logano 
April 9 Phoenix International Raceway ESPN2 9:00pm 9:30pm Greg Biffle 
April 17 Texas Motor Speedway ESPN2 3:00pm 3:30pm Kyle Busch 
April 24 Talladega Superspeedway ABC 2:30pm 3:00pm David Ragan 
April 30 Richmond International Raceway ESPN2 7:00pm 7:30pm Kyle Busch 
May 7 Darlington Raceway ESPN2 7:00pm 7:30pm Matt Kenseth 
May [5 Dover International Speedway ABC 2:00pm 2:30pm Brad Keselowski 
May 29 Charlotte Motor Speedway ABC 2:00pm 2:30pm Mike Bliss 
June 5 Nashville Superspeedway ESPN2 7:30pm 8:00pm Kyle Busch 
dune 12 Kentucky Speedway ESPN 7:30pm 8:00pm Joey Logano 
dune 19 Road America ESPN2 3:00pm 3:30pm No race 
June 26 New Hampshire Motor Speedway ESPN 2:30pm 3:30pm Kyle Busch 
duly 2 Daytona International Speedway ESPN 7:30pm 8:00pm Clint Bowyer | 
duly 9 Chicagoland Speedway ESPN 7:30pm 8:00pm Joey Logano | 
July 17 Gateway International Raceway ESPN2 7:30pm 8:00pm Kyle Busch 
July 24 O'Reilly Raceway Park at Indianapolis ESPN 7:30pm 8:00pm Carl Edwards | 
July 31 lowa Speedway ESPN2 7:00pm 7:30pm Brad Keselowski 
Aug. 7 Watkins Glen International ESPN 1:30pm 2:00pm Marcos Ambrose 
Aug. 14 Michigan International Speedway ESPN 1:00pm 2:00pm Brad Keselowski 
Aug. 20 Bristol Motor Speedway ESPN 7:30pm 8:00pm David Ragan 
Aug. 29 Circuit Gilles Villeneuve (Montreal) ESPN2 2:00pm 2:30pm Carl Edwards 
Sept. 4 Atlanta Motor Speedway ESPN2 6:30pm 7:00pm Kevin Harvick 
Sept. 10 Richmond International Raceway ESPN2 7:00pm 7:30pm Carl Edwards 
Sept.25 Dover International Speedway ESPN2 3:00pm 3:30pm Clint Bowyer | 
Oct. 2 Kansas Speedway ESPN2 3:00pm 3:30pm Joey Logano | 
Oct. 9 Auto Club Speedway ESPN2 4:00pm 4:30pm Joey Logano | 
Oct 5 Charlotte Motor Speedway ESPN2 7:30pm 8:00pm Kyle Busch | 
Oct. 23 Gateway International Raceway ESPN2 3:00pm 3:30pm No race 
Nov. 6 Texas Motor Speedway ESPN2 12:00 noon 12:55pm Kyle Busch 
Nov. {3 Phoenix International Raceway ESPN2 4:00pm 4:30pm Carl Edwards | 
Nov. 20 Homestead-Miami Speedway ESPN2 4:00pm 4:30pm Kyle Busch | 





Belle. 1), POINTS WINS acta 86TOPIO'S 
I. Kyle Busch _ eee 9 a a 30 
2. Carl Edwards 5,472 7 5 23 30 
| 3. Brad Keselowski 5,364 2 4 22 28 
| 4. Jason Leffler 4,540 0 0 8 au 
5. Mike Bliss 4,075 Oo | if 15 
6. Justin Allgaier 4,049 { Oo 3 12 
7. Steve Wallace 4,007 Oo 0 I 9 
8. Jason Keller 3,960 0 0 Oo 8 
9. Brendan Gaughan 3,914 [ 0 3 8 
10. Michael Annett 3.598 0 0 0 4 
2009 champion 41 





Kyle Busch 
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March 27 
April 2 
May 2 
May I4 
May 21 
June 4 
June 12 
July Il 
July 16 
July 23 
July 31 
Aug. 7 
Aug. 14 
Aug. 18 
Aug. 27 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 18 
Sept. 25 
Oct. 23 
Oct. 30 


Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 





42 | 


Martinsville Speedway 

Nashville Superspeedway 
Kansas Speedway 

Dover International Speedway 
Charlotte Motor Speedway 
Texas Motor Speedway 
Michigan International Speedway 
lowa Speedway 

Gateway International Raceway 
O'Reilly Raceway Park at Indianapolis 
Pocono Raceway 

Nashville Superspeedway 
Darlington Raceway 

Bristol Motor Speedway 
Chicagoland Speedway 
Kentucky Speedway 

New Hampshire Motor Speedway 
Las Vegas Motor Speedway 
Martinsville Speedway 

Talladega Superspeedway 

Texas Motor Speedway 

Phoenix International Raceway 


Homestead-Miami Speedway 


2. Matt Crafton 

3. Mike Skinner 
4. Todd Bodine 

5. Colin Braun 

6. Johnny Sauter 
7. Brian Scott 

8. Timothy Peters 
9. David Starr 

10. Rick Crawford 


Ron Hornaday Jr.’s familiar No. 33 has lead the 
pack many times on his way to to four champion- 
ships on the NASCAR Camping World Truck Series. 
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f. Ron Hornaday Jr. 





Camping World Truck S 


‘1:30pm ET 
7:30pm 
12:30pm. 
fu) 8:00pm 
7:30pm 
8:30pm 
[:30pm 
1:00pm 
8:30pm 
7:30pm 
12:30pm 
8:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
8:30pm 
7:30pm 
2:30pm 
9:00pm 
12:30pm 
3:30pm 
8:30pm 
7:30pm 
7:30pm 


POINTS 
3,959 
3,f fe 
3,602 
3,432 
3,338 
3,331 
3,307 
3,289 
3,271 
3,161 


eries 2010 


* All times subject to change 


_PRE-RACE SHOW START 


-ON GQ -—- WN FA 


=H 





2:00pm ET 
8:00pm 
1:00pm 
4:45pm 
8:00pm 
9:00pm 

2:00pm 
2:00pm 
9:00pm 
8:00pm 
1:00pm 
9:00pm 
7:30pm 
8:00pm 
9:00pm 
8:00pm 
3:00pm 
9:30pm 
1:00pm | 
4:00pm 
9:00pm 
8:00pm 
8:00pm 

WINS 
6 


0 
3 
2 


TOP 5'S 






Ca 3) 
‘CAMPING WORLD / 


2009 WINNER 


Kevin Harvick 

No race 

Mike Skinner 
Brian Scott 

Ron Hornaday Jr. 
Todd Bodine 
Colin Braun 

Mike Skinner 
Mike Skinner 
Ron Hornaday Jr. 
No race 

Ron Hornaday Jr. 
No race 

Kyle Busch 

Kyle Busch 

Ron Hornaday Jr. 
Kyle Busch 
Johnny Sauter 
Timothy Peters 
Kyle Busch 

Kyle Busch 

Kevin Harvick 


Kevin Harvick 


TOP 10’S 
20 
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INSIDE NASCAR 





Top commentators 
covering issues, 
action and drivers in 
a way that’s never 
been done before 




















Showtime's new weekly series delivers 


fast-paced, expert, inside-the-cockpit 
commentary from the sleekest set yet 
BY MIKE HEMBREE 


sing its 
popular and success- 
ful Inside the NFL 
series as a model, 
Showtime steers 
into stock car racing 
with Inside NASCAR. 
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NASCAR's weekly smack down, review and 
insider perspective series features the sort 
of edgy, controversial interplay between 
panelists and guests that made Inside the 
NFL unique and attractive both for hard- 
core fans and newcomers. 

Inside NASCAR, which premiered the 
week before the Daytona 500, will air 38 
episodes over the course of NASCAR’s 
entire season. Airing first on Wednes- 
days at 10pm ET, it repeats numerous 
times throughout the week on Show- 
time and its various channels, reviewing 
the race just run and offering insights 
on the one to come. And it gives ex- 
pert panelists Chris Myers, Michael 
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vil 


Waltrip, Randy Pemberton and Brad 
Daugherty a chance to analyze and explain 
issues, as well as the weekly moments— 
and race car drivers—to keep an eye on. 

“This show will be provocative,’ promises 
Showtime Sports executive vice president 
Ken Hershman. Calling the series focused, 
insightful, analytical and visually compel- 
ling, he adds, “It [tackles] issues honestly. 
We're not going to force it, but we won't 
hide from controversy.” 

Inside NASCAR will feature Myers as 
host, Pemberton, Daugherty and Waltrip 
as commentators, and a revolving group 
of NASCAR drivers as weekly guests. The 
hot topics of the week will be discussed 


IbeR Ue CMA, Wl OV.V aes 
unique set offers sleek 
surroundings and the 
trappings of the stock 
car trade for all-access 
views of the sport 





and dissected on a set built into the new 
NASCAR Hall of Fame in Charlotte. 
Race highlights will be enhanced by input 
from the NASCAR Media Group, and an 
additional 15 to 20 cameras over what the 
broadcast partners have during any given 
race will offer previously unseen angles. 
In addition to the talent, a big star of 
the show is clearly its futuristic set. The 
desk is accented by bright yellow and 
blue colors and backed by rear panels for 
image display. A technical area includes car 
parts and pieces for demonstration and 
explanation, and an “interview” couch is 
set up for panelists and guests. 
Myers believes the format—and the built- 
in audience—will give Showtime a winner. 
“T remember years ago, we had a race 
day with a rain delay and we had to 
stay on for two hours live just talking 
to drivers,” he said. “From a TV standpoint, 
we outrated an L.A. Lakers—Cleveland 
Cavaliers game with Kobe Bryant and 
LeBron James. That indicates to me that 
a show like this will work. People can’t get 
enough of NASCAR” 















































Was the first overall 
pick selected in the 1986 
National Basketball 
Association draft. 







> Played almost a decade 
Shem auc sy. an eye aL 
wore jersey No. 43 in 
honor of NASCAR driver 
Richard Petty. 


Co-owner of NASCAR's 
JTG Daugherty Racing. 


Has worked with ESPN 
in its NASCAR coverage 
since 2007. 













Two-time winner of the 
Daytona 500 


Through 2009, had started 
759 NASCAR Sprint Cup 
Series races, among the 
highest totals of all time a ne 








Has retired from a i 
full-time driving career , 
in NASCAR Sprint Cup y 
to concentrate on i 
Oc ace Vier / oy 
Waltrip Racing team. He rest BC Hy 
will continue to drive : Gipie te 
occasionally while putting i Es Bans 
more time into what has 2 
been a successful run in 
sports television. 


OUR ON THE FLOO 


INSIDE NASCAR PUTS SOME ALL-STAR TALENT ON CENTER STAGE 








Has covered virtually 
every major league sport 
sho Veel=a alot 












Concentrates now on 
INPNSO7.V emma otom Ua Ceyere Ul 
Football League, Major 
League Baseball and 

college football for FOX. 


> Previously anchored 
SportsCenter and Baseball 
Tonight on ESPN. 
















Has worked in television 
racing circles since 1986 
as a producer, reporter 
and host. 











Three-time winner of the 
prestigious Russ Catlin 
Award for excellence in 
motorsports journalism. 








Hs) coldateya sco) tom Maem La} 
president of competition 
for NASCAR and a former 
acy mane 











The Inside NASCAR 
crew will pursue 
Jimmie Johnson 
(left) and Kyle Busch 
(right), just like the 
drivers this season 





NASCAR: 2010> How do you make this 
show different from previous NASCAR 
panel discussion shows? 

Chris Myers> With the behind-the- 
scenes audio and video we'll have from 
the NASCAR Media Group, we'll have 
some things that you haven’t seen any- 
where else. And while we’re working with 
NASCAR, Showtime has made it very 
clear to me and to our guys that we’re 
not a shill for the sport or anything like 
that. Yes, we're going to promote the 
sport and talk about it, but we have to 
have opinions, and they have to be ours. 
They can’t be held back or filtered. 
Michael Waltrip> When you turn 
on the show, we’re going to be differ- 
ent already. The set is amazing. The 
access we're going to have to video 
and being able to be on top of things 
is going to be special. We’re going to 
have fun, and we’re going to agree and 
disagree at times. 

Myers> I think of “PIE’—provocative, 
informative, entertainment. Those are 
three things that this show has to have 
and will have. Inside the NFL won an 
Emmy on Showtime because it had that. 
It also had personalities. Aside from 
knowing the sport, our guys have a sense 
of humor. They can be sarcastic. They 
can take some teasing. They can dish 

it out. We're going to have a little more 


time than normal, and we can go back 
and forth. There’s really not a script. Just 
let the guys go with it. 


NASCAR: 2010> With a midweek show, 
how do you handle the balance between 
review and preview? 

Randy Pemberton> You have to review 
the things that have gone on in the past 
race as well as the past weekend because 
this is a sport that’s linear, if you will. I 
think our inside understanding of the 
things that are taking place in the sport, 
whether it’s financial or sponsorship- 
wise or crew chiefs moving here and 
there, all that plays into the next week. 
We'll be able to preview and look 
ahead. We'll have access to the players 
that are important at the time. 


NASCAR: 2010> NASCAR has made it 
clear that it wants to “open up” the racing 
to encourage better on-track action and 
more exposure for driver personalities. 
These changes would seem to play right 
into the hands of a show of this sort. 
Brad Daugherty> | think we need to see 
more personalities. I think that’s what 
most of the fans identify with. I think 
NASCAR is being very wise by putting 

a lot of it back into the drivers’ hands, 
giving them the opportunity to make 
some decisions about whether to use 





that fender or not. That’s what fans want. 
That’s what makes them so interested in 
the sport: the anticipation of what’s going 
to happen throughout a race, throughout 
a week, throughout the series. I don’t 
think youre going to see a crashfest 
every week. You have to remember these 
are the best in the world at what they 

do, but I would like to see a guy lean on 
another guy a little more and not worry 
about the repercussions. I think it plays 
right into our hands. What’s going to 
make our show interesting is the cred- 
ibility that we’re going to have to build 
throughout the year. We're going to 
agitate some people for various reasons 
because of different opinions. I think 
that’s good. That’s entertaining. 


NASCAR: 2010> Everybody will be 
chasing Jimmie Johnson, winner of four 
straight NASCAR Sprint Cup Series 
titles, again this season. How does that 
factor into the way this year will unfold? 
Myers> NASCAR is about guts and 
glory, risk and reward. That’s what fans 
like about NASCAR and racing. That 
danger factor, that speed. This is a good 
time, especially with an unprecedented 
four consecutive championships for 
Jimmie Johnson. You've got that target 
out there that everybody should be 
shooting for. That’s a theme that should 
reel in anybody who doesn’t normally 
tune in to NASCAR. 

Waltrip > [Johnson’s crew chief] Chad 
Knaus has kind of raised his hand up 
and said, “Nobody said I was signed [to a 
contract extension after 2010].” In order 
to accomplish what that group has 
accomplished, everybody has to be on 
the same page. 


NASCAR: 2010> During the season, 
NASCAR will return to using a metal 
spoiler on the cars’ rear decks, abandon- 
ing the wing that was introduced on the 
new car that debuted in 2007. What will 
be the impact? 

Pemberton> | think it’s at least two- 

fold. At a very minimum, the perception 
change by the race fans will be a plus. It 
will look a little more like the car they 
drive. There simply wasn’t an acceptance 
of the wing. The drivers and team mem- 
bers complained, and the fans jumped 

on that. On the performance side, the car 
that debuted in 2007 has been much more 
difficult to A) drive and B) set up. The 
rear spoiler, hopefully, will bring more 
downforce on the front end and help bal- 
ance the car a little more and deliver a bet- 
ter feel to the drivers. But we won't really 
know how it’s going to react until there 
are 40-something cars out on the track at 
the same time with it. | —Mike Hembree 
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Waltrip expects 
_ more celebrating. 
for Johnson 
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year he'll be as good as he was last year, 
but being an owner/driver gets more 
and more difficult. Carl Edwards and 
Kyle and guys who try to do NASCAR 
Camping Truck races and Nationwide 
races and Sprint Cup races, they spread 
themselves too thin. 


Why Logano is the 
real deal 
I would expect to see Joey Logano rise 
to the top. I think he has a lot of talent 
and he has a year under his belt, and I 
saw him improve as the year went on. 
He has such a great team around him. 
And then there’s Brad Keselowski, but I 
don’t know how good he is, and I don’t 
know how good that Dodge of Penske’s 
is compared to everyone else. 


The sport is facing 
an evolution 
With the changing of some of the rules 
and John Darby stepping aside [as 
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series director], 
it looks like there'll be reorganization. 
There’s realignment possible: There’s 
a chance the track in Kentucky gets a 
race down the road. But if that happens, 
which track loses a race? Those deci- 
sions are going to affect the on-track 
product. Really, truly, leadership going 
into this year is going to be critical. 


Waiting for Answers 


Darrell Waltrip raises tough questions about contenders, kids and chasers in 2010 


There’s always a lot to consider at this point 
in the NASCAR season. Of course there 
are the drivers—with older guys, twenty- 
somethings and then a lot of 18- and 
19-year-old kids—but there also are some 
bigger issues going on right now. You've 
got rule changes and transition and lead- 
ership. Here are five things to think about. 


Will the champion 
remain the champion? 
Is Jimmie Johnson going to win another 
championship, which would be unheard 
of¢ Or will Mark Martin, at age 51, be 
able to win his first? You’ve got Martin, 
a guy who’s never won a championship, 
who’s finished second five times now, 
and you've got another guy who’s going 
for five in a row. I'd be pretty confident 
if I were Jimmie. 


Who else should we be 


watching closely? 
There are guys I think you have to keep 
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your eyes on—among them Denny 
Hamlin and certainly Kyle Busch. Jeff 
Gordon isn’t going to do it. He’s a great 
driver, but he just doesn’t win enough 
anymore. Tony Stewart—maybe this 








The question of driver 
freedoms 
Has NASCAR done enough in this recent 
off-season to satisfy all these people 
who have been complaining that the 
sport is being overcontrolled? Are they 
really going to let these guys have some 
freedom and go out there on the track 
and be drivers? That'll be interesting; 
we'll have to see that. 





“Is Jimmie Johnson 
going to win another 
(ol atcleaho)ceyarjenhoran met y= 


eccaRtaeoyevaceKcvelantal 
were him.” 


—Darrell Waltrip, three-time NASCAR Sprint 
Cup Series champion, television race com- 
mentator with FOX Sports and columnist at 
foxsports.com 
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Happy Returns 


Andy Petree looks for big-time comebacks from Dale Earnhardt Jr., Kyle Busch and Carl Edwards 


With new competition rules, racers with 
new teams and new drivers on the scene, 
it’s hard to know what to expect this 
NASCAR season. But here are five things 
I believe fans should watch for through- 
out this year. 


Look out for Juan 
One driver might be Juan Pablo Montoya. 
He made such a big leap last year; and 
nobody really expected him to be in the 
Chase for the NASCAR Sprint Cup. If 
he continues to improve, takes another 
big step and knocks off Jimmie Johnson 
to win the championship, it would be a 
huge story. 


Watch out for Junior 
It has to have hurt NASCAR that he’s not 
been a competitive force. You can’t talk 
about the sport without talking about 
Junior. Team owner Rick Hendrick is 









“Can Kyle Busch go 
from the guy who 
thinks winning is 
the only thing to a 
championship driver?” 


—Andy Petree, former champion crew 
chief and team owner and analyst on 
ESPN's coverage of NASCAR 


committed to him, but a big responsi- 
bility falls on Junior’s shoulders. It still 
comes down to the driver in the seat. The 
athlete on the field still has to make 

the plays. What is his motivation? He’s the 
most popular driver and sells the most 
merchandise. But I know from experi- 
ence that his father could sell a billion 
T-shirts, and if he wasn’t winning races 
and championships, he was not happy 
and you didn’t want to be around him. 


OE TUM Re TeRpa tek ctd 
of the No. 99 Office 
Depot Ford, celebrates 
n Victory Lané after 
ining the NASCAR 
Syoheh | se ols te ec 
400 atHomestead 
Miami Speedway on 
Nes fattest am) 
Tob soba lerqi cree Pm ato) ele} 


























we 


Keep an eye on the 
new NASCAR Nationwide 
Series car 
NASCAR is introducing a new car for | 
the Nationwide Series this year that will i 
be used in a handful of races. Since we | 
televise all of the races in that series, 
I’m interested to see if this car makes it 
easier or harder for lower-funded teams | 
to compete in the series. ’m happy that | 
NASCAR is giving the series its own 
identity with this car—and fans still like | 
to identify with car makes. They'll have 
the Ford Mustang and Dodge Challenger i 
in there and the cars look great. | 






































Expect Carl Edwards to 


be a contender again | 
Nobody saw it coming last year. Carl 
won the most races and finished second 
in NASCAR Sprint Cup points in 2008, 

but then he didn’t even win a race in 
2009. I think youre going to see the i 
Carl Edwards of old come back this | 
year and win races. And I think he’ll be | 
contending for the championship. | 





Will Kyle Busch’s 
talent make him a 
champion? | 
We've seen many times that Kyle has a | 
| 
| 





tremendous amount of talent behind 
the wheel, and he’s won a lot of races, 
but it takes more than that to win a 
championship. Can Kyle go from the guy 
who thinks winning is the only thing to 
a championship-quality driver who can 
perform in the Chase? 
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The new NASCAR 
Nationwide car may 
reset competition 





NASCAR 
Nationwide changes 


It’s not just about Danica. Dodge, Toyota 


and Chevy are unveiling new cars. 
These will totally change the competi- 
tion in the series. Fans will also get a 
glimpse of 2011 in 2010, since these cars, 
used in a handful of races in 2010, will be 
the car of the series the following season. 


Super sophs! 
How will Joey Logano—the 2009 


If he hopes to 3 ‘ f 
TVR eAUrT Raybestos Rookie of the Year winner— 


BLS Blech LL and the other young drivers do during 


have to avoid the 


their sophomore year? These young 
sophomore slump Sy ae year? These y ° 


guys are the future of our sport. 


Ch-ch-ch Changes 


Kyle Petty looks for big shifts, both to cars and to a few drivers in the final year of contracts 










With Jimmie Johnson squarely in every- Tech changes will raise 
body’s scope, new cars taking the track in performance levels 

the NASCAR Nationwide Series and driv- The adjustments to the new car and the 
ers steering for new contracts, TNT’s Kyle switch from the “wings” off the rear of 
Petty is looking for explosive new devel- _ the car to a more traditional spoiler will 
opments in this season’s competition. make the racing better, closer and more 
exciting for the fans. 


A change in leadership 
Can Johnson win five NASCAR 
Sprint Cup Series titles in a row and 


“Pay close attention to 


can anyone step up and knock him the drivers in ldatom thie 

ofebis perdi year of their contracts. 
Speeding toward the SY ee sie) ese alt 

bottom line determine whom they'll 


Pay close attention to the drivers in the race for next year.” 


last year of their contracts. How they 


x 5 L a —Kyle Petty, former driver and NASCAR on 
perform this year will determine whom SapuCtontnconmtrlett 


they'll be racing for next year. 
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Shifting 


Danica, tech changes and a new champ are high on 
the NASCAR watch list for SPEED’s Krista Voda 


NASCAR promised the media and race 
fans stirring changes in 2010, and if 
they deliver, the season will mean a lot 
less wear and tear on the remote. On 


the horizon are more riveting headlines 


than ever before. 


Danica Patrick 
It will be impossible for fans to take 
their eyes off Patrick—and I’m not 
just talking about the male fans. Her 
entrance into NASCAR, whether or not 
you believe she'll succeed or is just a 
chick with a big set of cojones, is worth 
watching because she brings a new layer 
of story lines to the sport. She offers 
hope to young female drivers or females 
in any male-dominated industry. 


. Jimmie Johnson: 


The streak ends! 
It’s not “Will Jimmie slip from his 
throne?” but rather, “Who will succeed 


“Unless he turns up 
the volume on the 
track, Dale Jr. won't 
be very popular with 
Rick Hendrick” 


—Krista Voda, NASCAR racing reporter 
for SPEED and FOX Sports 


him on it?” Given his history-making 
track record, my position doesn’t follow 
logic, but I’m going to venture it will 
come to fruition. There are several 
contenders, including Kyle Busch, 
Mark Martin, Denny Hamlin and Carl 
Edwards. Five championships in a row is 
too big a feat even for “Superman.” 


Tech changes 


It may not be a sexy headline, but 


eee cect 
Robe UNC clef teks ettegest cose) 
year as a driver/owner 


















changes to the race car, or the rules 
the cars race within, are a significant 
story. The most visible one this season 
involves replacing the rear wing with a 
spoiler. Think of it as a plastic surgery 
procedure, like a tummy tuck. This 
won't make the car lighter, but it does 
give it improved balance in traffic and, 
hopefully, enhanced on-track perfor- 
mance in competition. 


It’s Dale Jr.'s time 
Nobody recognizes or understands this 
man’s frustration with his performance 
better than Dale Jr. himself. After a year 
when his three Hendrick Motorsports 
teammates finished the season 1-2-3 in 
points, Earnhardt Jr. must raise his 
own performance to quiet the critics 
and keep his boss and sponsors happy. 
He still reigns as the sport’s most pop- 
ular driver, but unless he turns up the 
volume on the track, he won't be very 
popular with the man (Rick Hendrick) 
who signs the checks. 


Stewart-Haas Racing 
Tony Stewart exceeded even his own 
expectations in his first year as an 
owner, with both him and his team- 
mate Ryan Newman making the Chase 
for the NASCAR Sprint Cup. But 2010 
issues an even bigger challenge to the 
driver/owner and his organization... 
avoiding the sophomore slump that all 
second-year drivers strive to sidestep. 


SPEED will have these stories and more 


all season long.... Tune in and see how 
closely I called these. 
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ou won't catch Omarosa 
kneecapping a driver 
with a tire iron on 
BET’s groundbreak- 
ing new docu-series 
Changing Lanes. 

What you will see is 
aspiring NASCAR superstars in stock cars 
in a battle to secure a spot on Revolution 
Racing—a team running in NASCAR's 
K&N Pro and Whelen All-American Series. 
You'll also get traditional reality-show 
competitions and drama, including a 
shared crash pad (ouch!) and a team owner 
who likens himself to “Donald Trump— 
slash—Tyra Banks.” 

The folks behind this summer’s eight- 
part series aren’t branding this a “reality 
show” so much as a “competition docu- 
mentary.” Revolution Racing owner Max 
Siegel describes it as “America’s Next Top 
Model meets the Donald Trump series, 
The Apprentice.” 

The competition began before the 
cameras started rolling, with Revolution 
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wannabes submitting their résumés to a 
NASCAR selection committee that scruti- 
nized their racing history. Thirty selected 
competitors were then pitted against each 
other in a group evaluation testing a vari- 
ety of disciplines, where the weakest were 
weeded out. The surviving 10 became the 
show’s featured drivers. 

But a lot of the real drama will be driven 
by the struggle of the contestants—female 
minority drivers trying to break into 
NASCAR. For this reason, the series is on 
Black Entertainment Television, which is 
not known for sports, let alone a sport so 
historically dominated by white men. 

“We want kids to dream about surpass- 


BY ROB MEDICH 





PICTUREGROUP/BET (3) 


A new generation 
of competitors 
ante up a whole 
new look on the 
stock car scene 


ing limits,” explains BET’s Charlie Jordan 
Brookins. “A role model validates a dream 
or shines a light on an opportunity.” Jay 
Abraham, COO of the NASCAR Media 
Group, adds that the series shows “this sport 
is embracing diversity more than ever.” 
Abre is referring to the NASCAR 
Drive versity Program, geared to 
attract women and minorities onto the 
important,” s st member 
Ryan Gifford. “Drivers like myself will 
definitely be role models for kids who 
want to do it or become a fan.” 
Prevailing on Changing Lanes can offer a 
head start in a sport that requires a huge 
financial investment. It can cost up to $20 


to $30 million to race in the NASCAR Sprint 
Cup series. “In some cases,” says Siegel, 
“families have sacrificed their life savings.” 

Then there are the Survivor-style smack 
downs, such as the Pit Stop Challenge (to 
grade the contestants’ crews), the 
Go-Kart Challenge (to see if drivers can 
loom large while driving small) and the 


Late Model Challenge (two-car races). 
And if you absolutely need a villain to 
root against (or for), there’s always “the 
Secret Networker,’ a 19-year-old contender 
with his own agenda. For now, tight-lipped 
BET refuses to divulge his identity. Thus, 
until we find out, we'll just dub him 
“Auto-rosa.” (Oh, yes, we did!) 

















NASCAR HALL OF FAME 








TCHING 


The NASCAR Hall of 
Fame salutes 60 years 
of legends, history and 
spectacular success 
on a road well-traveled 


BY RAMSEY POSTON 
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stars 
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Petty (below) 
and Earmhardt 


(bottom) 
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~S Pioneers “Big Bill” 


n February 2005, NASCAR 
selected seven locations to sub- 
mit proposals for the NASCAR 
Hall of Fame. The bidding 
cities included Atlanta, Bir- 
mingham, Charlotte, Daytona 
Beach, Kansas City, Richmond 
and Detroit. In the end, Charlotte’s pas- 
sion, location and connection to the sport’s 
heritage won out. 

Winston Kelley was named the NASCAR 
Hall of Fame’s executive director in July 
2006. And Ralph Appelbaum Associates 
was given the honor and responsibility of 
being the exhibit designer. 

On the morning of the 2008 NASCAR 
Sprint Cup Series awards ceremony, the 
NASCAR board of directors met in a 
conference room at New York’s Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel to lay out a plan for nomi- 
nating and inducting the members of the 
NASCAR Hall of Fame. A panel of 50 of 
the industry's most knowledgeable person- 
alities representing tracks, former drivers 
and legends from the sport, owners, the 
media, manufacturers and broadcast 
partners would nominate and select the 
freshman class. Uniquely, this is the first 
time any major sport had included the fans 
in its Hall of Fame selection process. 

In July 2009, the list of 25 nominees was 
revealed at Daytona. The roll call included 
a spectacular who’s who of NASCAR 
history: Petty, Lee and Richard; Dale 
Earnhardt; France, Bill Sr. and Bill Jr; 
David Pearson; Bobby Allison; Buck Baker; 
Cale Yarborough; and Junior Johnson. 
Many of the pioneers are on the list as 
well: Red Byron, Joe Weatherly, Curtis 
Turner, Fireball Roberts and Raymond 
Parks, among others. Then NASCAR.com 


France and his son 
planned and built 
a sports sensation 


launched an online vote, and more than 
750,000 fans cast a ballot for their heroes. 

The final piece of the puzzle was the 
vote. At around 9:30am on October 14, 
the living legends of NASCAR filed into 
the Charlotte Convention Center to decide 
on the members of the inaugural class. 

Bud Moore and Cotton Owens mingled 
with Junior Johnson and Mike Helton. 
Clay Campbell and Ned Jarrett drank cof- 
fee over breakfast snacks. Humpy Wheeler, 
Tony George and Edsel Ford II caught up 
with Brian France. But at 10:00am, it was 
time to get down to business. 

The impressive racing credentials of the 
25 nominees were presented to the panel. 
Then the floor was open to discussion and 
debate. One of the arguments focused on 
whether Bill France Jr. should go in with 
his dad...or whether each had earned their 
own year of honor. One official said, “Bill 
Jr. would tell us to put a driver in ahead 
of him—that’s who the fans come to see.” 
Another panelist said, “Well, this is an 
argument Billy is going to lose.” There was 
also discussion about having Pearson and 
Richard Petty in the same class. One panel- 
ist said, “We are creating the Mt. Rushmore 
of NASCAR.” Finally all the votes were 
submitted and tallied. 

Envelope No. 1: Bill France Sr. 

Envelope No. 2: Richard Petty. 

Envelope No. 3: Bill France Jr. 

Envelope No. 4: Dale Earnhardt. 

And envelope No. 5: Junior Johnson. 

And with that, the NASCAR Hall of 
Fame had finally roared out of the gate 
to enshrine the sport’s first generation of 
icons in a place befitting their legends. 

Stock car racing history now has a place 
to park its storied history. 
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MEET 








THE CLASS 





OF 2010 


The five giants who paved the 
road to glory for the world’s 


fastest-growing sport 








(9/26/1909—6/7/1992) 

NASCAR executive. Called “Big 

Bill,” and only partly because of his 
6-foot-5 stature. He founded and 
built a sport. France laid out the first 
beach-and-road course at Daytona 
Beach, finishing fifth in the first race. 
NASCAR's founder and first president 
has left behind a lasting legacy. 
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(4/29/1951— 
2/18/2001) 
Driver/owner 





Kannapolis, 

N.C. 

1975-2001 

676 76 

Tied Petty for 
most titles (7) in 
NASCAR’s premier 
series, winning 
consecutive titles 


on three occasions. 
. His 76 victories 


rank seventh. He 
is also the all-time 
victories leader at 
the Daytona 

Int'l Speedway. 




















(born 
7/2/1937) 
Driver/owner 


Randleman, N.C. 
1958-92 
1,185 
His records 
in NASCAR’s premier 
» series are staggering: 
most wins (200), 
most poles (123), 
most wins in a 
season (27), most 
Daytona 500 wins 
| (seven), most 
consecutive wins 
(10), most starts 
(1,185) and tied for 
most titles (7). 


Executive. The man who followed his visionary 

dad at NASCAR’s helm guided it to unprecedented 
popularity. Taking over in 1972, he remained 
president until 2000, when he also became CEO. In 
2003, he was replaced by his son Brian Z. France. He 
served as vice chairman for the remainder of his life. 


(born 
6/28/1931) Driver/ 
owner 
Ronda, N.C. 
1953-66 B13 
50 46 


Robert Glenn “Junior” 
Johnson was a 
tremendous success as 
a driver and owner. He 
won the second Daytona 
500 in 1960 and 50 
races in NASCAR's 
premier series before 
retiring from driving 

to become an owner, 
where he continued his 
dominance. His drivers 
won six championships. 


PETTY: JEFF ZELEVANSKY/GETTYIMAGES FOR NASCAR; EARNHARDT & JOHNSON 
RACING ONE/GETTYIMAGES; FRANCE SR. & JR.: ISC ARCHIVES/GETTYIMAGES. 





RED-HOT DISCOVERY 


An old flame reignites interest in a legend by producing a spectacular artifact 


everal years ago, when plans were 
announced for a NASCAR Hall 
of Fame, the job as its historian 
seemed to fit Buz McKim like a 
racing glove. In his youth McKim marveled 
at the daring of the racing stars of the 
1960s; as an adult he turned his passion 
into a profession as archivist for Daytona 
International Speedway and its sister tracks. 
McKim has worked since 2007 to gather 
the bits of memorabilia that will help 
chronicle 62 years of NASCAR racing. 

But even among the race cars, exhibits 
and the warehouse of information, McKim 
admits to having favorites. 

McKim had always loved the legendary 
Fireball Roberts who competed on Day- 
tona’s famed beach-and-road course in the 
late 1940s and won 33 races, including the 
1962 Daytona 500. He was one of 
NASCAR's first superstars before his death 
in 1964, at age 35, following a crash in 
Charlotte Motor Speedway’s World 600. 


During the procurement process, McKim — 
reached out to Judy Judge, who had been =a . 
Roberts’ fiancée. She invited him to her 
home, where “she pulled out this great * 
big box,” McKim said. The box con- . 
tained items Judge couldn't bring her- 
self to look at since Roberts’ passing. 

Inside was a red jacket with black 
leather sleeves and FIREBALL stitched 
in white over the left breast. “The 
neat thing was that everything was 
in the pockets from the last time he 
wore it,’ McKim said. That in- ; 
cluded a lighter, a pack of gum and 
Roberts’ racing credentials. 

The jacket will now be featured 
as a highlight exhibit when the 
NASCAR Hall of Fame opens. Ey- 
erything about the procuring experience 
has been memorable for McKim, but this 
part—finding the unique items—is espe- 
cially sweet. “It was truly humbling,” he 
says. —Dave Kallman 
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Action Racing Collectibles 
‘10 NASCAR Hall of Fame 
Flashcoat Silver, 1:24 
$59.99 each 


SOME 
ISTORY! 


A first look at some 
of the NASCAR Hall of Fame’s” 
finest collectible merchandise 


All these products and more are available on 


NASCAR.com/store and at the NASCAR Hall of Fame. Yt ce 


Enter code NHOF15 to save 15% off your purchase 


at the NASCAR.com Superstore. N rc er H nee OREAME | INU (TE 
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Inaugural Class Hat — : : 
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BACK ON TRACK? 


Jr.'s Seasol 


Dale Eamhardt Jr. is driven to win again, and putting le 








onthe Brink 
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The ever-popular 
Earnhardt hopes 
to give loyal fans 
some wins in 2010 
























a ting the 2010 preseason 
NASCAR Media Tour, 35-year-old Dale Earnhardt Jr. sat on 
a stage at Hendrick Motorsports with team owner Rick 
Hendrick and his powerhouse teammates: defending champ 
Jimmie Johnson, Jeff Gordon and Mark Martin. Hendrick 
waxed about keeping motivation fresh for the new season: 
“To me, success breeds excitement,” he said. Earnhardt, 
meanwhile, absently watched the slowly shifting images 
from a Hendrick team slideshow. When a picture of Johnson 
and his smiling crew chief, Chad Knaus, winners of an un- 
paralleled four straight championships, appeared, Earmmhardt 
looked up, almost wistfully. 


It’s understandable: Earnhardt’s team- 
mates finished 1-2-3 in the elite 2009 
NASCAR Sprint Cup standings, while 
he—undeniably one of the most popular 
men in all of sports, and the son of one 
of the sport’s greatest legends—ended up 
his season a dismal 25th. It was undoubt- 
edly the worst performance of his career. 
Junior’s struggles haven’t been limited to 
just last season. He finished a dismal 19th 


as recently as 2005. But his performance 
on what is arguably the most resource-rich 
team in NASCAR history makes his final 
2009 numbers—zero wins and only five 
Top 10s—even more startling, considering 
his own rich lineage. 

Now, after a restless preseason, Junior 
is happy to be back where he knows he 
belongs—strapped into his seat, helmet 
on, with his hands wrapped around the 
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wheel of his familiar No. 88 Chevrolet, 
once again poised to take a shot at the top 
in the 2010 season. His first two races were 
a microcosm of his up-and-down career... 
crashing in the NNS opener at Daytona 
and finishing a spectacular second to Ja- 


“You find another 
gear and pull more 
out of yourself.” 


mie McMurray in the Daytona 500 the very 
next day. The excitement of that weekend is 
emblematic of what makes him NASCAR's 
most popular driver. In addition to his 
struggles on the track, he bears the weight 
of expectations. He is in the unique and 
difficult position of bearing a legacy of ex- 
cellence in a sport that relies on his success 
to drive ratings. But he is simply a driver 
who must put the pressure of popularity 
and expectations aside...so he can thrive. 

“Last year, I made a lot of mistakes,” he 
admits. “I hate talking about it. But we have 
to rebound. You try to find another gear 
and pull more out of yourself,” 

“This is a very critical year for Dale Earn- 
hardt Jr.,” says FOX racing analyst Larry 
McReynolds. “Rick Hendrick has pulled all 
the stops out. It’s almost like, “There it is; 
it’s up to you guys now. I just believe we're 
going to see a different Dale in 2010.” 











amie McMurray found the ultimate re- 
demption when he shocked the world 
and won this year’s Daytona 500. It 
was all the sweeter because he did it 
for Chip Ganassi and Felix Sabates, his 
old bosses from 2002 when he won at Charlotte 
in only his second start. That began a month- 
long span in which he also won two NNS events 
before his promotion to the big leagues. 

Despite the Raybes- 
tos Rookie of the Year 
title in 2003, McMurray 
didn’t win another 
NASCAR Sprint Cup race 
until Daytona’s 2007 
summer event. More 
than two years later, he 


A FRESH START 


For Earnhardt, 2009 presented some- 
thing of a psychological quandary that 
began in Race 1. Missing his pit stall at 
one point during the season-opening 
Daytona 500 put him in an inexplicable 
tailspin that dragged on 
throughout the early part 
of his forgettable season. 

“Coming into your stall is 
like breathing,” he says. “I got 
a complex about it and lost 
confidence from it. I tried 
to shake it off, and it was ri- 
diculously hard. Who knew that would 
be the straw to break the camel’s back?” 

For a while, his team tried to treat it like 
a joke, constructing an inordinately large 
and cartoonish “88” pit sign to “remind” 
him where to stop. But the gaffe contin- 
ued to grate on him. 

“You hope the off-season allows you to 
totally disconnect from where your psyche 
got screwed up, so you can start the year 
almost like it didn’t happen,” he said, com- 
ing into 2010. “Maybe that’s not the best 
way to go about it, because it did happen 
and you should be trying to dissect the 
issues...but the psyche has to be rebuilt.” 

With the Earnhardt team underperform- 
ing last year, Hendrick chose to split Junior 
from his crew chief—and cousin—Tony 
Eury Jr., tapping Lance McGrew as the 
replacement last May. With McGrew—a 
longtime Hendrick employee—guiding 





Roe 






place finish. 


Looking for a comeback: 
Jamie McMurray 





Pressure Cooker 
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won at Talladega in the final month of an unin- 
spired four-year tour at Roush Fenway Racing. 

At season's end, he was odd-man out on 
Jack Roush’s team, propelling him to join the 
Earnhardt-Ganassi outfit. Until Daytona, he was 
feeling the heat of unrealized potential. Here 
are other drivers looking for either a return to 
contention or a breakthrough to that level: 


The two-time NNS champ 


finished 23rd last year, and departed Earnhardt- 
Ganassi for Michael Waltrip Racing. 


27th in 2009, after 2008's 13th- 


In the former Indy king's 


second NASCAR season, he won the Sprint 
Showdown “qualifying event,” but finished 
28th in points. 


—H.A. Branham 
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him, Earnhardt now is fully integrated 
into the Hendrick Motorsports formula, 
a winning tradition that has brought home 
an astounding total of nine of the last 15 
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series champion- 
ships. With McGrew, Earnhardt is poised 
to take his best shot for success in years. 

To do so, he’ll have to remove himself 
from an endless loop of angst and issues. 
Each season presents another off-track 
challenge, from the pressures following 
the death of his father at the 2001 Daytona 
500 to his recent split with Dale Earnhardt 
Inc., the company his father built, to his 
ongoing on-track tussles with bad boy Kyle 
Busch. To an observer like McReynolds, the 
answer is as simple as Junior needing to 
just tune out the world around him. 

“T think he just got caught up in a whole 
lot of stuff last year,” McReynolds says. 
“He was worried about what the fans were 
thinking about him.” His advice? “Forget 
the fans. Worry about that race car.” 

That he shares a shop with Martin’s team 
is a huge plus. At 51, Martin is the sport’s 
respected statesman, regarded as the best 
driver never to have won a champion- 
ship. “Dale Jr. has the strongest shoulders 
in NASCAR,” Martin says. “It’s incredible 
how crushing the spotlight is on him.” 


With Lance McGrew 
(below, left) running 
his crew, Junior 
hopes to steer 
clear of forgettable 
moments, like 

this July 2009 
wreck at Daytona 


Despite his struggles, Earnhardt wouldn’t 
trade his unique adoration for hing. 
His early popularity with the fans may 
have been tied to his being the iconic Dale 
Earnhardt’s son, but Junior has built his 
own beachhead of popularity just by being 
open, fun, straight-talking and real. He 
never appears to be as corporate as other 
drivers, and he actually connects with fans 
he battles with in online video games. 

This season provides Earnhardt with 
an opportunity to look beyond the dis- 
tractions that dog him. He is now long 
detached from his stepmother Teresa and 
their contentious struggle for ownership 
of DEI. He’s also refocused himself on 
finally exceeding his potential and, yes, 
pleasing the fans. But he’s not searching 
for the spotlight so much as a clear path 
to a comeback. 

“My dad always said to me, if you were 
gonna be really good, you learned [from 
your mistakes],” Earnhardt once said. “If 
you couldn’t understand what was happen- 
ing to you, then you weren’t gonna make 
it. He used that as a gauge to tell whether 
you had what it took or no I think 
I’ve definitely got what it takes. 
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BEATING THE MACHINE 
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Teammates join 
fans in celebrating 
Johnson's historic 
fourth straight 
championship at 
the Homestead- 
Miami Speedway 
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The princes of 
the pits roll out 
their game plans 


to topple the 
four-time champ 


from his perch 
BY MIKE HEMBREE 


f the evidence provided by the 
past four NASCAR seasons 
is to be believed, the only way 
to finish in front of Jimmie 
Johnson is to lock him in the 
speedway restroom and push 
his car over a cliff and into the 
nearest canyon. 
Then you'll have a shot. Maybe. 
Nothing else has worked in the last four 
years. No one else has succeeded in get- 
ting this phenomenon ack in his quest 
to unparalleled su Short of disease, 
injury or, possibly, natural disaster, there 
is little reason to believe that Johnson— 
winner of a record four straight NASCAR 
Sprint Cup Series championships—won't 
win one for the thumb this season. 
People like Denny Hamlin, Kyle < 
Kurt Busch, Carl Edwards, Tony Stev 
and even Johnson’s teammates (Mark 
Martin, Jeff Gordon and Dale Earnhardt 
Jr.) are determined to make their own 
serious runs at the pedestal upon which 
Johnson stands, however, and there are 
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a few theories floating around as to how 
the king might be dethroned. And remem- 
ber...the emphasis must be placed on the 
word theories. 


TAKE OUT CHAD KNAUS 
“How do you beat Jimmie? Steal Chad 
Knaus. Lock him up somewhere,” said 
driver Kyle Busch, only half-kiddingly. 
Although Johnson clearly is a driver of 
boundless talent, many observers link 
much of his success to Knaus, the whip- 
smart crew chief who has been his pit-road 
quarterback since 2002. Knaus squeezes 
every NASCAR rule—for any edge he can 
gain. The results speak for themselves. 
“They drive each other,” says driver 
Kevin Harvick. “Off the race track, they’re 
great friends. They really know what 
makes each other tick.” 
A possible dent in the Johnson-Knaus 






























Johnson leans as much on 
crew chief Chad Knaus as 
on his own ability and his 
No. 48 Lowe’s Chevrolet 


armor appeared during the off-season 
when Knaus revealed that he hasn’t signed 
a contract extension with Hendrick Motor- 
sports beyond the 2010 season. He says he 
expects to stay on board indefinitely with 
the sport’s most successful team, but... 
“Chad Knaus has kind of raised his hand 
up and said, ‘Nobody said I was signed, ” 
says driver and team owner Michael 
Waltrip. “In order to accomplish what 
that group has over the past four years, 
everybody has to be on the same page and 
have the same goal. Their hearts have to be 
completely into it. Since 2002, they've done 
amazing things, but this is the first time 
since they got together that we’ve heard 
anything like this. If ’m going for my fifth 
in a row, that [distraction can be] a pain 
in the neck. I don’t want to deal with that. 
If I’m Jimmie, I want Chad to be my man 
just like he always has been.” 





WORK HARDER 
If most people in NASCAR circles are to 
be believed, everybody “back at the shop” 
already works 24-7. To beat Johnson, the 
workday will have to be stretched further. 
“There’s always going to be that rabbit to 
chase,” says Mike Dillon, who, as vice presi- 
dent of competition at Richard Childress 
Racing, oversees 360 employees, compared 
to the 500 who work on the “campus” over 
at Hendrick Motorsports. “They've set the 
bar real high. If you’re not using them as an 
example for you to get there, you're missing 
the boat. You have to put the right people 
in the right places and then work like hell 
just to get it done every week.” 


THINK FAST(ER) 

Four years into his almost unfathomable 
run of titles, there is a certain intimidation 
factor that comes with Johnson. He is not 
a star but a road scholar. Everyone around 
him knows they are constantly being scru- 
tinized by the master. 

“You can watch him week in and week 
out and listen to him,” says Jimmy Makar, 
senior vice president of competition at Joe 
Gibbs Racing. “He’s a student of our sport. 
He doesn’t just show up at the race track. 
He’s always analyzing and figuring how to 
make himself better. He’s not just taking his 
natural talents and going with that. And 
that makes him doubly hard to beat. 

“But he is beatable. We have good race- 
car drivers. Our guys, at least talent-wise, 
are every bit as good as Jimmie. We just 
have to put it together.” 

That means everyone from driver to 
crew chief to tire changer to engine builder 
knows they have to lift their performance 
levels above and beyond the past few sea- 
sons, because it’s clear that the status quo 
doesn’t beat Johnson. 

“How do you beat that?” asked Lee White, 
Toyota’s top NASCAR executive. “You can 
sit around and hope he gets old; or pray 
that Jimmie has a baby and maybe loses 








interest...or whatever, but I don’t think 
that’s happening. Or you could hope that 
other drivers are tired of him and they rip 
his cars to shreds every race. 

“But you can’t legislate competitiveness. 
The only way you're going to get better 
than he is, is for everybody to raise their 
games. And I don’t see it being just one 
team. Everybody has to raise the level what 
they're doing for him to get knocked off” 


HARNESS HORSEPOWER 

In NASCAR, more powerful engines mean 
faster cars, and ultimately, winning drivers. 
If there’s a fast route to passing Johnson, it 
could be in the engine shops of the other 
major teams. “I feel like we're at their heels,” 
said Kyle Busch. “We're biting at them. I 
feel like we can make some gains in the 
engine department. We've hit upon some 
ideas but nothing that’s big.” 


























Crew chief Steve Letarte 


maps out another 
winning game plan to 
teammate Jeff Gordon 





Simply the Best 


AP’s 2009 Male Athlete of the Year boasts a record that 
blows away the feats of other sports stars By Mike Hammer 


The world’s greatest athlete is...a 
race car driver? Strap in and enjoy 
the ride to a little place we like to 
call reality. Jimmie Johnson has won 
an unprecedented four straight 
championships in his sport. As great 
as he is...it’ll be a long time before 
you ever read about Tiger Woods 
taking four straight Master's titles. 
Peyton Manning is stuck on one 
Super Bowl title, and Kobe Bryant's 
gonna need to get back with Shaq if 
he thinks he can win three more NBA 
championships in a row. 

The Associated Press named Johnson 
its Athlete of the Year, over human 
bullet Usain Bolt and tennis titan 
Roger Federer, who’s won four ATP 









World Titles over 12 years. To give 
some sense of Johnson’s dominance 
over his own peers, he has had six 
wins at Martinsville in 15 starts, 
compared to two wins in 43 starts at 
the same track for NASCAR legend 
and teammate Mark Martin. “I’m 
pretty sure that dude’s Superman,” 
says Martin. 

Meanwhile, you don’t have to sell 
Johnson on the notion. “To anyone 
who wants to go head-to-head 
with me in athletic ability, let’s 
go,” Johnson has said. “I don’t 
know how exactly you measure 
athletic ability, but I know my five- 
mile run time will destroy most 
NFL players.” 



















The men and women who work at 
Hendrick Motorsports refer to the 
immaculate, glass-fronted showpiece 
of a building on the north edge of their 
campus as the “248 Shop.” That’s a 
nod to the two teams, Nos. 24 and 48, 
that share space, equipment, ideas and 
manpower, with the common goal of 
making both Jeff Gordon’s and Jimmie 
Johnson's cars the best in NASCAR. 

“We have to have two car numbers 
and two drivers—that’s how the sport’s 
set up—but we’Te one team,” says 
Steve Letarte, a Hendrick employee 
since he was 16 and Gordon's crew 
chief since late 2005. “The 24’s brake 
specialist is the 48’s gasman. The 48’s 
brake specialist is the 24’s jackman.” 

The basic cars are built identically. 
Then Letarte and Chad Knaus, John- 
son’s crew chief, use shock absorbers, 
springs and other adjustments to suit 
the cars to the individual preferences 
of the two four-time champions. 

At Martinsville Speedway, for 
example, the setup sheets for the two 
cars are virtual copies, but at Daytona 
International Speedway, they're not 
even close. Johnson and Gordon have 
enjoyed similar levels of success at 
both tracks. 

“I can’t change my driving style,” 
Gordon says. “I have a certain feel 
and a balance that I’m looking for out 
there in the car versus Jimmie, Mark 
and Junior.” 

The Hendrick cars of Mark Martin 
and Dale Earnhardt Jr. are prepared in a 
building adjacent to the 248 shop. 

“What we try to do is come together 
as an organization with four teams and 
make the most of it by gathering infor- 
mation, sharing information,” Gordon 
says. “And if we get beat by them, we 
get beat by them.” —Dave Kallmann 
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Can two of NASCAR’s 
most unlikely and 
fastest friends remain 
close, despite the 
strain of competition? 
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n the opening race of the 2009 
Chase for the NASCAR Sprint 
Cup, Mark Martin (far left) and 
Juan Pablo Montoya were bat- 
tling for the win in the closing 
stages of the race at New Hamp- 
shire Motor Speedway. With less 
than two laps to go, Martin, with Montoya 
on his bumper, appeared to slow, heading 
into a turn. A startled Montoya checked up, 
losing ground, and before he could react, 
Martin had mashed the gas and was off. 
Martin won the race, while Montoya 
settled for third—but both gained signifi- 
cant ground in the championship standings. 
Montoya said Martin’s move cost him a shot 
at the win; Martin said he was just racing. 
“He always runs very clean, so I was kind 
of surprised when he did that,” Montoya 
shrugged, moments after the race, before 
later admitting, “I would have done the 
same thing.... You’ve got to learn from it” 
Perhaps the most interesting part was that 
Montoya had been taken to school by the 
man who in NASCAR had come to be 
something of a mentor. Though the Colom- 
bian race car driver has won the Indy 500 
and is a Formula 1 veteran, it is Martin 
whom he frequently seeks out for advice. 
Both men are now a year past their status 
as “surprise title contenders.” The question 
is how well the friendship will hold up in 
the heat of what they both hope will be 
another championship battle. 
Montoya speaks of the respect he carries 
for Martin and of how they can race one 
another in tight quarters without worrying 


Another title chase 





about the other making competitive con- 
tact or a questionable move. He talks of 
the room on the track and the advice in the 
garage that Martin offers. 

Martin, who has long spoken highly of 
the IndyCar expert and seemed eager to 
race him when he debuted in NASCAR, 
echoes those sentiments. 

Despite a vast gap in experience—in both 
life and racing—they found themselves 
developing a friendship when the 34-year-old 
Montoya first converted from open-wheel 
racing to NASCAR in 2006. He and Martin, 
a 51-year-old from Arkansas, offer one of 
NASCAR's most intriguing odd couples. 

But judging by all appearances, any extra 
sense of competition seems unlikely— 
Montoya continues to find Martin open 
with advice, while Martin has sometimes 
been on the asking end as well. 

“T can ask Mark Martin any question and 
he'll be honest about it,’ Montoya said as 
he prepared for the 2010 season. “[He] 
always helps, always really helps. It’s funny, 
a couple of times he came and asked me 
questions, and I’m like, “Wow. That guy is 
crazy. Why is he asking me?’” 

Martin recognizes that Montoya will be 
one of the men in the championship hunt 
this season—and as a friend and com- 
petitor, he’s looking forward to it. 

“He is astonishing,” Martin says. “I’m 
intrigued by his talent and impressed with 
his change—when he first came here, he 
was closed in. And now he’s opened up 
and become such a part of the fabric of 
NASCAR. It’s cool to see.” 








could test the friendship 
between Mark Martin 
and Juan Pablo Montoya 
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his was a different Kyle Busch. 

There he was... mugging for cameras, suc- 
cessfully handling small talk and generally 
accepting the adulation—positive, genuine 
and warm—from a gathering of fans and his 
boss during a Joe Gibbs Racing event at the 
Charlotte Motor Speedway in January. 

Team president J.D. Gibbs had trotted NASCAR bad boy 
Busch and the rest of Joe Gibbs Racing’s impressive driver 
roster on stage for a few photo ops and a handshake, and this 
little detail: the team had just re-signed one of NASCAR's 
most successful and yet still limitlessly full of potential drivers 
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to a new long-term contract. 

Quipped Gibbs, “Once [former Gibbs driver] Tony [Stewart] 
became a team owner, he became a new model citizen. Here’s 
our new team owner.” 

Jokes and soft jabs followed, but with them came one amaz- 
ing realization. For the first time since Busch ascended to the 
NASCAR Camping World Truck Series as a 16-year-old back 
in 2001, and despite racing and winning for two of the sport’s 
elite organizations in a career that has seen him succeed across 
all three top-tier NASCAR series, a boss had finally chosen to 
actually renew a contract with him. 

Busch’s talent has been undeniable since he began compet- 
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If Busch is going 
to finish the sea- 
son No. 1, he'll 
have to work well 
with new crew 
chief Dave Rogers 
(above right) 


ing in the NASCAR Camping World Truck 
Series for Roush Fenway Racing in 2001. His 
first green flag and his luminous career in 
general were only slowed by an 18-year-old 
NASCAR age requirement that took him 
out of competition until 2003. 

Busch bolted Roush Fenway Racing for the 
powerful Hendrick Motorsports to make his 
NASCAR Sprint Cup debut in 2004, but he 
couldn’t mesh with the organization’s per- 
sonality despite lifting its on-track prod- 
uct by twice qualifying for the Chase and 












finishing fifth in points in 2007. Pushed 
to the side despite all his successes so the 
organization could sign Dale Earnhardt 
Jr—Busch has taken home 12 NASCAR 
Sprint Cup wins compared to Earnhardt 
Jr’s single victory since—he landed with 
JGR. Now he’s focused on finally harnessing 
the skill, emotion and maturity to become 
a serious title contender. 

There have been blips, temper tantrums 
and a clear acceptance of his role as an 
outlaw on four wheels. He’s called out his 
team over the radio during races, competed 
brilliantly at times—winning eight races 
in 2008, and another 13 in the NASCAR 
Nationwide and NASCAR Camping World 


Bus 


Truck Series combined—then vanished at 
other times, finishing 13th in points and 
missing the Chase for the NASCAR Sprint 
Cup in 2009 for the first time since his ini- 
tial full-time season in 2005. His smashing 
of a Sam Bass guitar trophy in Victory Lane 
of a NASCAR Nationwide race at Nashville 
last season was viewed as his latest child- 
ish act, but he still went on to win his first 
championship in the series. 

Busch, 24, seemed to take a major stride 
forward in terms of perception and ma- 


Kyle chats up 
brother Kurt 


turity when he announced during the off- 
season that he had purchased a NASCAR 
Camping World Truck team with the intent 
to run two full-time teams, supporting the 
series that had helped launch his career. 

“Pm not making excuses for myself, but 
I feel like just by being able to get the right 
experiences, learn from those and keep 
them in the memory bank for later on, [it'll 
help],” Busch said. “I’ve already learned so 
many more lessons just in owning a truck 
team, how to handle people, how to handle 
situations, how to handle drama, per se, a 
little bit more. I always brought the drama 
on. Now I see what everybody had to deal 
with when I brought it.” 
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The NASCAR Nationwide Series has top drivers, new cars and 
fast action—and takes a backseat to no other competition 


BY TRACEY JUDD 


he NASCAR Nation- 
wide Series dates 
back more than six 
decades, to 1950, as the 
NASCAR Sportsman 
Division. In 1968, it was 
renamed the NASCAR 
Late Model Sportsman Division, and the 
series as we know it today was formed in 
1982, when NASCAR consolidated that 
division into a series of 30 races per year. 
Since then, the NNS has been a proving 
ground for drivers who dream of racing 
in the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series. Dale 
Earnhardt Jr., Jeff Gordon and Jimmie 
Johnson are just a few of stock car racing’s 
elite who honed their skills in the NNS. 
But NNS is anything but minor league, 
as IndyCar superstar Danica Patrick 
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found out when she crashed in her first 
race at Daytona in February. Throw in the 
excitement of a new—and safer—vehicle 
that brings a distinct “pony-car” feel to 
the series, and the anticipation and excite- 
ment about this series is understandable. 
The NNS serves up a unique oppor- 
tunity to competitors. Here, drivers 
who may be household names from 
the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series also 
get to trade paint in the NNS. The big 
names bring big interest and give fans 
a second chance to root for their favor- 
ites during most race weekends. Circuit 
regulars like Carl Edwards and Greg 
Biffle prefer to run in the NNS because 
of the shorter races and greater sense of 
urgency to get to the front fast and 
stay there. 


Five Top NNS Story Lines in 2010 


The new NASCAR Nationwide Series car will 

make its debut at four races before being 
targeted for full-season integration in 2011. The 
new car features three new manufacturer models 
(Chevrolet Impala, Dodge Challenger and Ford 
Mustang), in addition to the standard Toyota Camry. 
The new car will have a 1!0-inch wheel base and the 
same chassis and safety 
enhancements as the 
NASCAR Sprint Cup car. 
“I love the new car,” said 
Justin Allgaier, last year’s 


Tony Stewart 
celebrates another 
NNS victory at 

the Daytona 
season opener 


NNS Raybestos Rookie of the Year. “We have four 
separate identities on these cars. Each car has their 
own style, their own look.” 

Danica Patrick is scheduled to run up to {3 

NASCAR Nationwide races this season and is 
just one of many new drivers in the series to watch. 
Others include Trevor Bayne, Colin Braun, James 
Buescher, Brian Scott and Ricky Stenhouse Jr. Braun 
won the 2008 Raybestos Rookie of the Year award in 
the NASCAR Camping World Truck Series, while Scott 
was the runner-up for the honor last year. 

Eight series-only regulars finished in the Top 

{0 in the 2009 championship final standings, 
the most since 2005. In 2008, five series-only regu- 
lars were among the final Top 10; four were ranked in 
2007 and just two in 2006. Five series-only regulars 
are_back this year. Meanwhile, Brad Keselowski’s 
move to Sprint Cup keeps alive a 10-year streak of at 
least one full-time Top-l0 NNS regular advancing to 
the premier series the following season. 

Carl Edwards (2007 series champion), Brad 

Keselowski and Paul Menard are the double- 
duty drivers favored to challenge for the 2010 NNS 
title. Keselowski battled Edwards until the final race 
for the runner-up spot in the 2009 standings. He'll 
form a strong team at Penske Racing with Justin 
Allgaier, last year's Raybestos Rookie of the Year. 

The Road America course has been added to 

the 2010 NASCAR Nationwide Series sched- 
ule. The 4.048-mile, [4-turn track located in Elkhart 
Lake, Wisconsin, replaces the event previously run 
at the Milwaukee Mile and is the longest NASCAR 
road course. The series also will race (rain or shine) 
at two other road courses, Watkins Glen and Circuit 
Gilles Villeneuve in Montreal. As recently as 2008, 
the series had three road courses on its schedule: 
Autodromo Hermanos Rodriguez in Mexico City, in 
addition to the Glen and Circuit Gilles Villeneuve. 
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| Johnny Sauter’s 
smokin’ 2009 lifted — 
him to Raybest 


he theme is clear as the 

NASCAR Camping 

World Truck Series 

moves through its 

16th season: What does 

Ron Hornaday Jr. do for 

an encore? Hornaday 

wrapped up an unprecedented fourth series 

championship in 2009, winning five con- 

secutive races in mid-summer, becoming 

the first driver to do so in a NASCAR 

national series since 1971. At 51, the Palm- 

dale, California, veteran is NASCAR’s 
oldest-ever national series champion. 

But how the 2010 series plays out for Hor- 

naday and his Kevin Harvick Inc. Chevrolet 

team depends on how the team meshes off 

the racing surface. Hornaday has a new crew 

chief, Dave Fuge, who played key roles in 

2002-03 championships won by Mike Bliss 

and Travis Kvapil. He and Hornaday 


notched their first victory together when 
Hornaday won in a Fuge-owned truck at 
Homestead-Miami Speedway in 2002. 

Another obstacle in Hornaday’s path to 
become NASCAR's third five-time cham- 
pion: No other driver has been able to win 
NCWTS titles in consecutive seasons. 

You can follow his quest on SPEED, 
home to the NCWTS for the eighth year. 
The network averaged nearly 600,000 
Nielsen households in 2009. Twenty-two 
of 25 races are carried live following a half- 
hour pre-race show. Meanwhile, this season 
has several subplots: 








Miisare sito 
No, 3 ride brings 
EalChicepeitielelag 
back to the sport 


Hornaday’s drive for five 
will dominate 2010's 
NASCAR Camping World 
Truck Series’ talk 


Kyle Busch, winner of 7 of 15 starts last 
year, becomes a driver/owner. Busch runs 
a limited schedule after purchasing Xpress 
Motorsports, and will be spelled by Brian 
Ickler when his NASCAR Sprint Cup Series 
schedule conflicts. The team’s full-time 
driver is sophomore Tayler Malsam, over 
from Randy Moss Motorsports. 

Richard Childress Racing, one of NCWTS’ 
charter teams, winning the first title in 1995, 
returns after more than a decade. The 
No. 3 Chevrolet will be driven by Childress’ 
grandson Austin Dillon, who’s expected to 
vie for Raybestos Rookie of the Year. 
ThorSport Racing was a surprise in 2009 

























Ron Hornaday 
rules the trucks 
Cobol d ecm ae- lel. 





with Matt Crafton finishing second to 
Hornaday, and Raybestos Rookie of the Year 
Johnny Sauter logging the best freshman 
finish (sixth) since 2001. 
Double-file restarts, “shoot-out style,” has 
come to the NCWTS in 2010 after its 
introduction in NASCAR’s two other 
national series. Double-file lines up lead 
lap trucks side-by-side and adds excite- 
ment to a series already known for bare- 
knuckle racing with shorter races and an 
eclectic mix of veterans and young drivers. 
This season, three champions—Horna- 
day, Mike Skinner and Todd Bodine—will 
each try to add another trophy. Kevin Har- 
vick Inc. is seeking to join Hendrick Motor- 
sports as the only teams to win three 
NASCAR Camping World Truck titles. 
Toyota, in the series since 2004, can become 
the first manufacturer to win five consecu- 
tive manufacturer’s titles. The Toyota Tun- 
dra has won 65 times in its six seasons. 
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rom the towering high-banked 
short track of Bristol to the 
é sweeping superspeedway of Day- 

tona, the NASCAR Sprint Cup 

Series schédule offers some of the 
most varied racing in the world. Each track 
has its own list of challenges, and while 
drivers are always racing each other, it’s 
the track that often sets the limits for what 
any competitor can and cannot do. 

All kinds of factors come into play each 
week, depending on the size and surface, the 
angles and the aerodynamics. You've got tire 
wear and fuel windows, searches for the best 
way in and out of each corner. How old is the 
track surface, and how will changes in temper- 
ature—and perhaps the shift from daylight to 
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night—affect your setup? And is there more than 
one groove for drivers to try out, in their eternal 
struggle to pass the driver ahead of them and 
power their way to victory? 

These are questions that must get 
answered every week on the NASCAR Sprint 
Cup Series circuit, during the longest season 
among all major pro sports. Drivers have their 
preferences among tracks. What feels like 
home to one might be inhospitable to another. 
But whether it’s navigating the pure speed of 
Atlanta and the draft at Daytona, or finding 
ways to avoid the “stripe” at Darlington and a 
wreck at Talladega, it’s all about crossing the 
line in front. 

Here’s an insider’s guide to each of the 
22 stops on the circuit. 





AUTO CLUB SPEEDWAY 








Atlanta Motor 
Speedway 


Hampton, Ga. 
877-9-AMS-TIX 
1.54 miles 
124,000 
24 degrees in corners, 
5 degrees on straightaways 
2 3524: 
1,800 ft. 
July 31, 1960 
Geoffrey Bodine, Ford, 
197.478 mph, November 15, 
1997 Dale 
Earnhardt, Chevrolet, 163.633 
mph, November 12, 1995 


Sweeping turns and 
flat corners, the 
opportunity for five- 
wide racing, long 
straightaways and 
fuel mileage all 
come into play dur- 
ing races at Auto 
Club Speedway 


9 (Dale Earnhardt) 
6 (Bobby Labonte) 


March 7, lpm, FOX; 

September 5, 7:30pm, ESPN 

Atlanta is considered the 
fastest non-restrictor-plate track 
on the NASCAR Sprint Cup 
Series circuit, with cars hitting 
speeds over 180 miles per hour. 
Without the proper setup, a 
driver may end up mired in 
traffic and unable to find the 
all-important clean air and 
wide-open spaces needed to get 
to the front of the pack again. 
Fortunately, there are lots of 
grooves to choose from. But 
grip is the wild card at Atlanta, 
because the track has aged. Tires 
wear quickly, and 40 laps or so 
is pretty much all you'd expect 
to see before a fresh set of 
stickers must be strapped on. 





Auto Club 
Speedway 


Fontana, Cal. 
800-944-RACE 
2 miles 
92,988 14 degrees 


in turns, 11 degrees on the 
frontstretch, 3 degrees on the 
back 3,100 ft. 
2,500 ft. 
June 22, 1997 

Kyle Busch, Chevrolet, 

188.245 mph, February 25, 2005 
Jeff Gordon, 
Chevrolet, 155.012 mph, June 
22, 1997 4 Jimmie 
Johnson) 
February 21, 3pm, 

FOX; October 10, 3pm, ESPN 

This gigantic, 2-mile 
track with sweeping turns allows 
drivers to race five-wide. It’s 
a bear of a place: Drivers can 
take a lot of speed heading 
into the turns, given the long 
straightaways, but the flat corners 
provide a challenge. Being careful 
not to overdrive when heading 
into turns is always a huge factor. 
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Bristol Motor 
Speedway 


Bristol, Tenn. 

423-989-6900 
.533 miles 
160,000 Turns vary 
from 26 to 30 degrees, frontstretch 
varies from 5 to 9 degrees, 
backstretch varies from 4 to 8 
degrees 650 ft. 

650 ft. 

July 30, 1961 
Ryan Newman, Dodge, 

128.709 mph, March 21, 2003 

Charlie Glotzbach, 
Chevrolet, 101.074 mph, July 11, 
1971 12 (Darrell 
Waltrip) 

5 (Kurt Busch, 

Jeff Gordon) 

March 21, 
1pm, FOX; August 21, 7:30pm, 
ABC At Bristol, action 
can occur anywhere, requiring 
great concentration. Getting a car 
to turn well through the middle of 
each corner is key. Qualifying first 
earns you the helpful benefit of 
choosing the first pit stall. 





Charlotte Motor 
Speedway 


Concord, N.C. 
800-455-FANS 
1.5 miles 
140,000 
24 degrees in corners, 5 degrees 
in straightaways 
1,980 ft. 
1,500 ft. 
1960 
Elliott Sadler, Ford, 193.216 mph, 
October 13, 2005 
Jeff Gordon, Chevrolet, 160.306 
mph, October 11, 1999 
6 (Bobby Allison, Darrell 
Waltrip, Jimmie Johnson) 


June 19, 


May 22, NASCAR Sprint All-Star 
Race, 7:30pm, SPEED; May 30, 
6pm, FOX; October 16, 7:30pm, 
ABC Both Sprint Cup 
races at Charlotte start during the 
day and end at night, requiring a 
variable setup. There’s less grip at 
the start of races, but that changes 
going into the evening. Patience is 
a factor during the Coca-Cola 600, 
the longest race on the schedule. 





Chicagoland 
Speedway 


Joliet, Ill. 
888-629-RACE 
1.5 miles 
75,000 18 degrees in 


turns, 11 degrees on tri-oval, 
5 degrees on the backstretch 
2,400 ft. 
1,700 ft. 
July 15, 2001 
Jimmie Johnson, 

Chevrolet, 188.147 mph, July 8, 
2005 Kevin 
Harvick, Chevrolet, 136.832 
mph, July 14, 2002 
2 (Kevin Harvick, Tony Stewart) 


July 10, 7:30pm, TNT 
There isn’t much 

banking at Chicagoland, so while 
drivers can keep some speed 
heading into the corners, it’s 
important to go in perfectly and 
keep the right line to avoid trouble 
heading out. Having a car that 
can run the bottom groove is also 
important when it comes to 
holding off other drivers. 
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GOOD TURNS 


Darlington 
Raceway 


LOCATION Darlington, S.C. 
TICKETS 866-459-RACE TRACK 
LENGTH 1.366 miles SEATING 
CAPACITY 63,000 BANKING 

25 degrees in Turns 1 and 2; 23 
degrees in Turns 3 and 4; 6 degrees 
in straightaways FRONTSTRETCH 
1,229 ft. BACKSTRETCH 1,229 ft. 
FIRST RACE September 4, 1950 
QUALIFYING RECORD Matt 
Kenseth, Ford, 179.514 mph, 

May 9, 2009 RACE RECORD Kyle 
Busch, ‘Toyota, 140.350 mph, May 
10, 2008 MOST WINS 10 (David 
Pearson) MOST WINS BY A 
CURRENT DRIVER 7 (Jeff Gordon) 
2010 NASCAR SPRINT CUP RACE 
May 8, 7:30pm, FOX THE GPS 
Darlington, one of NASCAR's 
most historic tracks, is extremely 
taxing on drivers, who routinely 
brush the wall to earn what is 
known as a “Darlington stripe” 
down the sides of their cars. This is 
where the phrase “You don’t race 
everyone else; you race the track” 
was born. 


Daytona 
International 
Speedway 


LOCATION Daytona Beach 
TICKETS 800-PITSHOP TRACK 
LENGTH 2.5 miles SEATING 
CAPACITY 146,000 BANKING 

31 degrees in corners, 3 degrees 
on straightaways, 18 degrees 

on tri-oval FRONTSTRETCH 
3,800 ft. BACKSTRETCH 3,000 ft. 
FIRST RACE February 22, 1959 
QUALIFYING RECORD Bill Elliott, 
Ford, 210.364 mph, February 

9, 1987 RACE RECORD Buddy 
Baker, Oldsmobile, 177.602 mph, 
February 17, 1980 MOST WINS 
10 (Richard Petty) MOST WINS 
BY A CURRENT DRIVER 6 (Jeff 
Gordon) 2010 NASCAR SPRINT 
CUP RACES February 14, lpm, 
FOX; July 3, 7:30pm, TNT THE 
GPS Speed and drafting well are 
essential at Daytona. And the 
place to keep an eye on is the exit 
off Turn 2. That backstretch has 
seen it’s share of wiggling cars; one 
wiggle can start a chain reaction. 


LS. |i 


Dover — 
International 
Speedway 


LOCATION Dover, Del. TICKETS 
800-441-RACE TRACK LENGTH 

1 mile SEATING CAPACITY 
135,000 BANKING 24 degrees in 
corners, 9 degrees on straightaways 
FRONTSTRETCH 1,076 ft. 
BACKSTRETCH 1,076 ft. FIRST 
RACE July 6, 1969 QUALIFYING 
RECORD Jeremy Mayfield, Dodge, 
161.522 mph, June 4, 2004 RACE 
RECORD Mark Martin, Ford, 
132.719 mph, September 21, 1997 
MOST WINS 7 (Bobby Allison, 
Richard Petty) MOST WINS BY 
A CURRENT DRIVER 5 (Jimmie 
Johnson) 2010 NASCAR SPRINT 
CUP RACES May 16, lpm, FOX; 
September 26, lpm, ESPN THE 
GPS They don’t call this place the 
“Monster Mile” for nothing. 
Given the steep banking—even 
in the straightaways—the long 
stretch in the turns and the 
speed shifts, tire wear is an 
important consideration. 


Homestead- 
Miami Speedway 


LOCATION Homestead, Fla. 
TICKETS 866-409-RACE TRACK 
LENGTH 1.5 miles SEATING 
CAPACITY 65,000 BANKING 18— 
20 degrees in corners (variable), 4 
degrees on straightaways FRONT- 
STRETCH 1,760 ft. BACKSTRETCH 
1,760 ft. FIRST RACE November 
14, 1999 QUALIFYING RECORD 
Jamie McMurray, Dodge, 181.111 
mph, November 14, 2003 RACE 
RECORD Tony Stewart, Pontiac, 
140.335 mph, November 14, 1999 
MOST WINS 3 (Greg Biffle) 2010 
NASCAR SPRINT CUP RACE 
November 21, 1pm, ESPN THE 
GPS A few good lines make for 


exciting racing on a track with long, 


fast straightaways. It’s important to 
go into corners well, and to 
understand how to adjust the car 
for when the day gets cooler and 
there’s more grip. But the most 
important factor to keep in mind 
is often mental: This is where the 
season ends, and there’s lots of 
money at stake. 


Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway 


LOCATION Indianapolis TICKETS 
800-822-INDY TRACK LENGTH 
2.5 miles SEATING CAPACITY 
250,000 BANKING 9 degrees 

in corners FRONTSTRETCH 

3,330 ft. BACKSTRETCH 3,300 

ft. FIRST RACE August 6, 1994 
QUALIFYING RECORD Casey 
Mears, Dodge, 186.293 mph, 
August 7, 2004 RACE RECORD 
Bobby Labonte, Pontiac, 155.912 
mph, August 5, 2000 MOST WINS 
4 (Jeff Gordon) 2010 NASCAR 
SPRINT CUP RACE July 25, 1 pm, 
ESPN THE GPS This 2.5-mile 

flat track is near the top of every 
driver’s winning wish list. Having 
the proper setup and plenty of 
power under the hood is what 
matters most. Given the long 
straightaways, tire wear and fuel 
mileage also come into play. And 
don’t underestimate the necessity 
of the right pit road speed. Last 
year, Juan Pablo Montoya was 
penalized for speeding in the pits 
and it cost him the race. 


beh aim eleva) 
celebrates after 
his 2009 Spring 
win on Infineon’s 
challenging 

road course 
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“Kansas Speedway 
has aged pretty well 
and the outside 
groove is there,” 
says Clint Bowyer 
of a track where 
hitting your mark 
as you head for the 
corner is huge 





Infineon 
Raceway 


LOCATION Sonoma, Cal. TICKETS 
JE TRACK LENGTH 
1.99 miles SEATING CAPACITY 
N/A FIRST RACE June 11, 1989 
QUALIFYING RECORD Rusty 
Wallace, Dodge, 99.309 mph, June 
25, 2000 RACE RECORD Ernie 
Irvan, Chevrolet, 81.413 mph, 
June 7, 1992 MOST WINS 5 (Jeff 
Gordon) 2010 NASCAR SPRINT 
CUP RACE June 20, 3pm, TNT 
THE GPS Infineon Raceway i 
of two road cou Spri At Dover's “Mon- 
ster Mile,” good 
season. The 1.99-mile course is brakes and keep- 
extremely challenging, and while ing away from 
rs—and ringers—fe the outside wall 

right at home, others frequently are vital 
need a few road-course races to 
get their footing, literally. There’s 
endless shifting to do, and at a 
place like this, that can be an 
art form or a real transmission 
challenge. Brakes are, of course, 

ial here in Califorinia’s 
Sonoma Country track, along 
with having a certain finesse. 





Fuel strategy often 
comes into play— 
and sometimes 
helps to decide 
races—at Michigan 
(right). The racing 
is fast and aggres- 
sive at Martinsville 
(top), where drivers 
usually try to pass 
competitors in the 
center of the turns. 


TODD WARSHAW/GETTYIMAGES; JASON SMITH/GETTYIMAGES 
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Kansas 
Speedway 


Kansas City, Kan. 
866-460-RACE 
1.5 miles 
81,687 
15 degrees in corners, 10.4 degrees 
on frontstretch, 5 degrees on 
backstretch 
2,685 ft. 2,207 ft. 
September 30, 2001 
Matt 
Kenseth, Ford, 180.856 mph, 
October 8, 2005 
Mark Martin, Ford, 137.774 mph, 


October 9, 2005 ms 
(Jeff Gordon) 

October 3, 
lpm, ESPN Of the past 


nine NASCAR Sprint Cup races 
held here, only two winners (Mark 
Martin and Tony Stewart) have 
started deeper in the field than 
11th. So a good qualifying effort 
can really make your day brighter 
at this venue. Kansas looks similar 
to other intermediate tracks, but 
hitting your mark as you head for 
the corner is vital. 





Martinsville 
Speedway 


Martinsville, Va. 
877-RACE-TIX 
.526 miles 
65,000 
12 degrees in corners, 0 degrees 
on straightaways 
800 ft. 800 ft. 
September 25, 1949 
‘Tony 
Stewart, Chevrolet, 98.083 mph, 
October 21, 2005 
Jeff Gordon, Chevrolet, 82.223 
mph, September 22, 1996 
15 (Richard Petty) 


7 Ueff Gordon) 

March 28, 
1pm, FOX; October 24, 1 pm, 
ESPN How important 
is it to earn the pole at the track 
known as the Paper Clip? Getting 
the front pit stall means you'll 
miss a lot of potential trouble 
behind you on the small pit road. 
Brakes need to be at their best at 
Martinsville, given the small turns 
connecting the straightaways. 









Jimmie Johnson 
(in front) holds 
the record 

for most wins 
at Las Vegas 







































Las Vegas Motor 
Speedway 


Las Vegas 
800-644-4444 
1.5 miles 
142,000 20 degrees 


in corners, 9 degrees on 
frontstretch, 9 degrees on 
backstretch 
2,275 ft. dp ite 
March 1, 1998 

Kyle 
Busch, Toyota, 185.995 mph, 
March 1, 2009 
Mark Martin, Ford, 146.554 mph, 
March 1, 1998 3 
(Jimmie Johnson) 

February 28, 
3pm, FOX Like the city it 
sits in, Las Vegas Motor Speedway 
is exciting and fast. The setup 
is a bit of a gamble as well: With 
officials having recently increased 
the banking in the corner, LVMS 
has become quite the roll of the 
dice. Similar to other intermediate 
tracks, Vegas is extremely difficult 
to pass on; ensuring a good 
qualifying effort is a must. 








Michigan 
International 
Speedway 


Brooklyn, Mich. 
800-354-1010 
2 miles 

119,500 
18 degrees in corners, 12 degrees 
on frontstretch, 5 degrees on 
backstretch 
3,600 ft. 2,242 ft. 
June 15, 1969 

Ryan 
Newman, Dodge, 194.232 mph, 
June 18, 2005 
Dale Jarrett, Ford, 173.997 mph, 
June 13, 1999 9 
(David Pearson) 
7 (Bill 
Elliott) 
June 13, lpm, TNT; 

August 15, lpm, ESPN 
Michigan is a wide, multigroove 
track, so five-wide racing is often 
the norm there. And with a strong 
enough engine on race day, a 
trailing driver can make his way to 
the front of the pack. 
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GOOD TURNS 


New Hampshire 
Motor Speedway 


LOCATION Loudon, N.H. 


LENGTH 1.058 miles SEATING 
CAPACITY 93,521 BANKING 
Variable banking at 2 and 7 degrees 
in the corners, 1 degree on the 
straightaways FRONTSTRETCH 
1,500 ft. BACKSTRETCH 1,500 ft. 
FIRST RACE July 11, 1993 
QUALIFYING RECORD Juan Pablo 
Montoya, Chevrolet, 133.431 mph, 
September 20, 2009 RACE 
RECORD Jeff Burton, Ford, 
117.134 mph, July 13, 1997 MOST 
WINS 4 (Jeff Burton) 2010 
NASCAR SPRINT CUP RACES 
June 27, lpm, TNT; September 19, 
1pm, ESPN THE GPS Track 
position is vital, with th 

speedway being one of the most 
difficult to 5 . Drivers who 
don’t qualify well need to fight 
their way to the front. Although 
the recent widening of the turns 
has improved matters, NHMS 
remains one of the toughest tracks 
on the NASCAR circuit. 


Phoenix. 
International 
Raceway 


LOCATION Avondale, Ariz. 
TICKETS 866-408-RACE TRACK 
LENGTH | mile SEATING 
CAPACITY 56,000 BANKING 
11 degrees in Turns 1 and 2,9 
degrees in Turns 3 and 4, 3 degrees 
on the frontstretch, 9 degrees on 
the backstretch FRONTSTRET 
1,179 ft. BACKSTRETCH 1,551 ft. 
FIRST RACE November 6, 1988 
QUALIFYING RECORD Ryan 
Newman, Dodge, 135.854 mph, 
November 5, 2004 RACE RECORD 
Tony Stewart, Pontiac, 118.132 
mph, November 7, 1999 MOST 
WINS 4 (Jimmie Johnson) 2010 
NASCAR SPRINT CUP RACES 
April 10, 7:30pm, FOX; November 
14, 3pm, ESPN THE GPS The 

aped PIR is unlike 

—it has an 

additional slight fifth turn, making 
for thrilling Sprint Cup races over 














Pocono Raceway 


Long Pond, Pa. 
800-722-3929 
2.5 miles 
N/A 
14 degrees in Turn 1, 8 degrees in 
Turn 2, 6 degrees in Turn 3 
3,740 ft. 
3,055 ft. 
1,780 ft. 
August 4, 1974 
Kasey Kahne, Dodge, 
172.533 mph, June 11, 2004 
Rusty Wallace, Ford, 
144.892 mph, July 21, 1996 
5 (Bill Elliott) 

















June 6, lpm, TNT; August 1, 
lpm, ESPN This 
2.5-mile superspeedway doesn’t 
use restrictor plates, but speeds 
often hover close to what are 
logged at Daytona or Talladega. 
That means patience is tested at 
Pocono, which is unique among 
buniciitisttaaittnG tracks on the circuit for having 
and high speeds three utterly different turns and 
make Pocono a three distinct straightaways. The 
challenge for Tunnel Turn is one of the most 
NPR OF Ua challenging corners in NASCAR. 


















At New Hampshire Richmond 
ies are'flacand ‘(ternational 
wide, and grip and Raceway 







a good setup are Richmond, Va. 
must-haves. With- 866-455-RACE 
out them, a driver 75 miles 






ao : 97912: 
is in for his share of 14 degrees in corners, 8 degrees on 


weaves and spins. the frontstretch, 2 degrees on the 











At Phoenix (near backstretch TRE 1,290 
left), once the pack * Api 19,1955 008 

gets through Turns Brian Vickers, Chevrolet, 
1 and 2, the track’s —_ 129.983 mph, May 14, 2004 

b ackstretch is Dale Jarrett, Ford, 109.047 





mph, September 6, 1997 
13 (Richard Petty) 






almost like a tri- 

oval with a third 

turn, making for 3 ae Earnhardt Jr., Jimmie 

. ; ohnson, Tony Stewart) 

challenging going.  ! y i 
1, 7:30pm, FOX; September 11, 
7:30pm, ABC Richmond 
offers multiple grooves, but tires 
can get extremely slick under the 
lights. The fall race decides the 
Chase for the NASCAR Sprint 
Cup field. 
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Talladega 
Superspeedway 


Talladega, Ala. 
JEGA 
2.66 miles 
131,866 
33 degrees in corners, 16.5 degrees 
on frontstretch, 2 degrees on 
backstretch 
4,300 ft. 4,000 ft. 
September 14, 1969 
Bill Elliott, 
Ford, 212.809 mph, April 30, 1987 
Mark Martin, 
Ford, 188.354 mph, May 10, 1997 
10 (Dale Earnhardt) 


6 (Jeff Gordon) 


April 25; lpm, FOX; October 31, 
Ipm, ESPN alladega is 
all about finding the right drafting 
partner and mashing the gas. 
Drivers must also know when, to 
use their bumperto push another 
car. Some:drivers pace themselves 
and run a conservative race to sta} 
until the closing 


Texas Motor 
Speedway 


Fort Worth 
-8500 1 
miles 122,377 
24 degrees in corners, 
5 degrees on dogleg, 5 degrees 
on backstretch 
2,250 ft. 


Vickers, Chevrolet, 196.235 mph, 
November 3, 2006 
Carl Edwards, Ford, 151.055 mph, 
November 6, 2005 3 
(Carl Edwards) 
April 18, 
3pm, FOX; November 7, 3pm, 
assing isn’t easy 
S ack position:can 
te performance. Of 18 Sprint 
Cup.racés that have run here, 
only two were won from 30th or 
deeper in the field. Drivers say the 
transition from the turns are 
some of the best in the sport. 
What ¢ smust be cautious 
about is extra wear on the right- 
front tire. 


Watkins Glen 
International | 


5 SN 

2.45 miles 

N/A 

August 4, 1957 

Jeff Gordon, Chevrolet, 
124.580 mph, August 8, 2003 

Mark Martin, 
Ford, 103.030 mph, August 
13,1995 5 (Tony 
Stewart) 
August 8, lpm, ESPN 

The Glen’s chicane is 
a gripping area of the track as 
drivers battle their way through 
a turn. The backstretch is 
breathtaking—drivers hammer 
down, pass the start-finish line 
and head into a hairpin turn 
to start the next lap. Dri 
need to have a stable car and an 
understanding of the tenets of 
road racing: knowing when to 
brake, when to accelerate and 
how to navigate the track 
and the competition to avoid 
ending up off to the side: 


The regal Texas 
Motor Speedway 
features lots of non- 
stop action, which 
can cause extra 
Wear on a driver's 
right-front tire. 
Passing isn’t easy 
at Texas. 
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TV Guide Magazine® — America’s top TV magazine is big, colorful and 
packed with exciting new features. In every issue, you’ll get the latest 
scoop on your favorite TV shows and stars, plus... 


Behind-the-Scenes Photos 
Breaking News 
Exclusive Interviews 






JANUARY 4-17, 2010 


Daytime and Late-Night Listings 
brought back by popular demand! 


Two full pages of Prime Time Listings ide om 
for every day! 


SCOOP ON & : 7 NEW AND RETURNING SHOWS 


Ie 
PRE VIE Ww. 


www.tvguidemagazine.com/suboffer Most explosive 


season yet! 
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a savings of 87% off* the cover price! Also send my FREE 
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CHICKEN SOUP 

FOR THE SOUL: 
NASCAR—101 
STORIES OF 
FAMILY, FORTITUDE 
AND FAST CARS 

BY JACK CANFIELD, 
MARK VICTOR HANSEN 
AND CATHY ELLIOTT 


Get an inside- 
| the-cockpit 


¥ personal tales 
and anecdotes 
from the NA- 
SCAR circuit. 
Famous drivers, 
their families, 
pit crews and 
fans share per- 
sonal stories at perseverance, 
triumph, comebacks and life on 
and off the track. Tony Stewart, 
Kyle Busch, Jimmie Johnson, 
Brian Vickers, Kurt Busch, Ryan 
Newman, Darrell Waltrip, Bobby 
Labonte, Brad Dougherty and 
many other NASCAR luminaries 
offer eye-opening experiences of 
life within the sport. 


Available for $14.99 at 
www.nascar.com and wherever 
fine books are sold. 
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perspective with 


HOLOGRAM 
SWEEPSTAKES! 
Enter hologram code wt 


0 wine 





THE MAN WHO MADE 


BILL FRANCE JR.: 
ee te 
MADE NASCAR 
POs Wee vs FV 


NASCAR's former president, 
chairman and CEO is revered 
for following his visionary fa- 
ther at the sport’s helm, and 
becoming a visionary himself 
in the process. The book chron- 
icles Bill Jr.’s role in NASCAR’s formative years and his 
own tenure, when he guided the sport to boundless 
popularity. It also details his later role as vice chair 
man and advisor to NASCAR’s third-generation leader, 
his son and current chairman/CEO Brian France, as 
well as his courageous battle with cancer. 


HA BRANHAM 


Available for $24.99 at www.nascar.com and wherever 
fine books are sold. 





www.iracing.com. 





The Right Stuff 
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SMALL WONDERS 


This year, Jada Toys unleashes a fresh 
new line of Radio Control and Light & 
Sound NASCAR toy vehicles. The launch 
will include five assortments, featuring 
the likes of Jimmie Johnson, Tony 
Stewart, Jeff Gordon, Dale Earnhardt Jr. 
and Kyle Busch. Radio Control racers 
will be offered in the popular 1/24 scale 
size as well as a cool micro 1/64 scale. 
For the young (and young at heart) 
NASCAR fan, Jada adds an even more 
realistic presentation to the Light & 
Sound cars with driver voices, real-life 
racing sounds, light-up action, upgraded 
controls and speedy movement. Round- 
ing out the line is a collection of 1/43 
Motorized Pullback authentic racers. 


Priced from $3.99 to $14.99 at Walmart, 
Target, Toys”R’Us and other participat- 
ing retailers. 


Fans worldwide can now participate in the most realistic 
NASCAR simulation ever created, competing for the opportunity 
to face off against 50 of the best drivers in the iRacing world 
for the official World Championship in the NASCAR iRacing.com 
Series. The official series begins in 2010 and follows the NASCAR 
Sprint Cup schedule. Registering at iRacing.com gives you the 
chance to compete online weekly with NASCAR stars such as 
Dale Earnhardt Jr. on the current iRacing.com platform. 
Subscriptions for the game—starting at $14 per month—are available only at 





REQUIRED READING 


THE WEEKEND 





FLOOR PLAN 






Make your kid’s bedroom floor ground zero STARTS ON 
for cool with a fun, colorful area rug that WEDNESDAY 






also serves as a play toy. This NASCAR 
interactive Gertmenian Play Rug soups up 
the room: It’s both a vibrant floor cover 
and a racing pattern play rug. And use the 
included vinyl bag to pack it up for fun at 
a friend’s or when your little one is on the 
road. It also comes with two plastic cars, 
perfect to zoom around the track with. 






TRUE STORIES 
OF REMARKABLE 
NASCAR FANS 












For $19.99 at www.nascar.com, Walmart, 
Toys”’R’ Us, Target, Kohl's and other 
participating retailers. 






Forowod by TONY STEWART 
Atewed by KYLE BUSCH 
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THE WEEKEND 
STARTS ON 
WEDNESDAY 
BY ANDREW GIANGOLA 


NASCAR insider Giangola 
scoured the circuit and 
slept in school buses to 
discover some truly remark- 
able fans, and he tells their 
hilarious, heart-warming 
stories in this new book. 
With a keen eye for detail 
and uncommon humor, 
Giangola probes the open 
hearts and colorful experi- 
ences of the sport’s most 
fervent followers. His col- 
lection of amazing stories 
opens a new chapter on 
the extraordinary appeal 
of NASCAR, and shows 
why so many are so crazy 
about the great American 
sport. The book, from MBI 
Publishing, features 99 
color photos. 

Available for $24.99 from 
nascar.com and wherever fine 
books are sold. 


































THE PERFECT “T” 


Suit up in style like Beyoncé, Zac Efron, 
Miley Cyrus, Ashton Kutcher, Megan Fox, 
Kim Kardashian and Paris Hilton in the 
latest apparel from Junk Food Clothing. 
Launched in 1998 with the quest to create 
the perfect T-shirt, Junk captures the 
essence of American pop culture with retro- 
inspired graphics. Now they're cranking out 
vintage tees featuring NASCAR legends 
such as Dale Earnhardt Jr., Jeff Gordon, 
Jimmie Johnson and Richard Petty. Other 
shirts feature ISC-owned tracks and replicas 
of vintage NASCAR program covers. 


NASCAR-themed Junk Food T-shirts are 
available at www.nascar.com. 


BLOCK PARTY 


The new K’NEX NASCAR Building Sets include 
enough cars, parts, accessories and popular drivers 
for even the youngest kids to create their 
own stock-car racing universe! The sets 
feature parts to replicate the No. 88 
National Guard, No. 24 Pepsi, No. 88 
Amp Energy, No. 24 DuPont and No. 14 
Office Depot Chevrolets, pit crews, 
garage, pit road and transporter rigs. 


Priced from $5.99 to $34.99 at 
nascar.com, Target, Toys“R’ Us and 
wherever toys are sold. 


































PARTING SHOT 











On February 23, 1975, 
Richard Petty, a member of the 
inaugural class of the NASCAR 
Hall of Fame, did two things he 
was known for doing better than 
anyone in the sport. First, he 
won: His victory at Richmond 
International Raceway was his 

. ninth win in 10 straight races at 
| en the track. Second, he flashed the 
grin that thrilled millions of 

the sport’s faithful. The Hall 

opens in Charlotte on May 11. 
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‘SAME START TIMES — 


ere gre el halo) oN ALCL Unpredictable action. iy F 
a a 





Introducing three official start times. All season long. Now, for every NASCAR 
Sprint Cup Series race, the action starts at 1 pm or 3 pm Eastern on Sundays or at 7:30 pm 
for night races on Saturdays. Let’s just say predictability has never been more exciting. 
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Chris Myers, Randy Pemberton, Brad Daugherty and Michael Wa 
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